History and Heritage
Module A — The Battle of Yorktown

The American Revolution and Founding of Our Nation
1775 to 1815
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Introduction: “Good morning/afternoon Trainees. I am [Drill Sergeant G.I. Joe] and this is the First of Seven modules covering your history and heritage in the American Army.”


. Lesson Introduction

Tasks:
» Acquire basic knowledge of the US Army’s history
» |dentify Army Values highlighted during the American Revolution
» Develop a sense of pride and heritage as members of the US Army

Conditions

= Timeframe: 20-minute block of instruction
= Location: Classroom environment

= Equipment: Projectors, Speaker System, Slide Deck, and Videos
= Student Resources:

- Note taking materials

- Water source

- Sensory Systems (Eyes and Ears)

- Cognitive Functions (Brain)

- Response Mechanism (Voice)
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Conditions: Our in-person instruction on Army Heritage… [note the following details]
Timeframe (ex: and hour long block of instruction)
Location (ex: A-Co classroom with latrines and water fountain down the hall)
Technology (ex: slides, whiteboards, speaker system, etc.)
Student Resources (ex: pen/paper, water source, squads/platoons for work groups, etc.)


. Terminal Learning Objective

Standards

Pre-Requisite Reading:
* Trainees read pages 1-12 of “Army History and Heritage, CH-1"

Key learning points:
» The US Army’s Birthday
» The battle that convinced the French to support the Revolution
= How victory at Yorktown influenced the outcome of the Revolution
= How the highlighted individuals displayed Army Values

Lesson validation:
= Verify knowledge through checks on learning

Educate, Inspire, Preserve!
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Pre-Requisite: Trainees have read pages 1-12 of “Army History and Heritage, CH-1”. 

Advise Trainees to write down the Key Learning Points and to keep an eye out for Bold Words

Recommended Additional Teacher Pre-Reads:

French and Indian War:
https://www.history.com/topics/native-american-history/french-and-indian-war

Events leading to the Revolution:
https://www.history.com/news/american-revolution-causes

Boston Massacre:
https://www.history.com/topics/american-revolution/boston-massacre

Battles of Lexington and Concord:
https://www.history.com/topics/american-revolution/battles-of-lexington-and-concord

General George Washington:
https://www.mountvernon.org/george-washington/the-revolutionary-war/timeline/

Battle of Saratoga: 
https://www.history.com/topics/american-revolution/battle-of-saratoga

Valley Forge:
https://www.history.com/topics/american-revolution/valley-forge

Fredrich Von Steuben’s Blue Book:
https://www.wearethemighty.com/mighty-culture/von-steuben-blue-book/

Yorktown:
https://www.history.com/this-day-in-history/victory-at-yorktown



The Army Values

Loyalty

Definition: a strong sense of support or allegiance; fidelity; faithfulness

Why is Loyalty important?

The success of the Army relies on each individual
to bear true faith and allegiance
to the U.S. Constitution, the Army, their Unit, and other Soldiers

>> Remember: the Army Values transcend circumstance <<
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This is a test question! Make students write this down…

Q: What is the importance of Loyalty?�A: The success of the Army relies on each individual to bear true faith and allegiance to the U.S. Constitution, the Army, their unit, and other Soldiers.



Before the Revolution...

-

The Militia System: the Army’s Deepest Roots
= Criminals, natives, invaders = Colonial Threats!
» Standing Armies = Expensive...

= Solution = Every able man defends the colony

The French and Indian War

Early American Colonial Militia

The “French and Indian War’ (1754-1763)
» Subset of the global “Seven Years War”
= British fought the French and Indian Alliance

= British Victory! ...but very expensive...

Victory Starts Here!
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Called the “French and Indian War” because the British fought against both the French and their Native Allies in North America

The Seven Years War was the first actual “World War” (https://www.history.com/topics/france/seven-years-war)
Fought across all five major continents; primarily in Europe, India, and North America
Involved Britain, France, Spain, Prussia (Frederick the Great), Austria, Russia, and Sweden



The Shot Heard ‘Round the World

The Battles of Lexington and Concord

= 19 April 1775: Paul Revere and William Dawes warn the militia

» “Minutemen” form at Lexington and Concord
Lexington: Shots fired - Minutemen disperse

= British are harassed back to Boston

= News of Concord spreads around the world

The Second Continental Congress Battle of Lexington

= Need an army to defend colonial rights
» 14 June, 1775: The Continental Army formed

= George Washington: Commander-in-Chief!

The Second Continental Congress
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***The Army Birthday is a Test Question – make sure they know it***

Paul Revere and William Dawes were to warn militia where the British were coming from:

The Shot Heard Round the World:
700 British troops confronted 77 militia men at the Lexington bridge
After an order to disperse, a shot was fired that triggered the fight; no one knows which side fired that shot
One British soldier was wounded while eight militia were killed and nine others wounded
The British continued to Concord, and were confronted by a second group of militia
Again, after an order to disperse, a shot was fired; again, no one knows which side fired that shot
This was the “Shot Heard Round the World”, the one fired at Concord Bridge
The British were unable to find the weapons they were tasked to seize:
The weapons were moved by that point
The British were routed and harassed all the way to Boston



(u.5.ARMY)

The Early Challenges (1775 - 1777)

MAY 1775: Continental Army captures Fort Ticonderoga

JUN 1776: Continental Army takes New York
- 4 July 1776: Declaration of Independence

AUG 1776: British take back New York

DEC 1776: Continental Army defeats Hessians at Trenton

SEP 1777: Continental Army wins Battle of Saratoga
- Prompts French to support the Americans

SEP 1777: British take Philadelphia

DEC 1777: Continental Army withdraws to Valley Forge

General Washington rides into Valley Forge

Victory Starts Here! Educate, Inspire, Preserve!
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General Washington
Veteran of the French and Indian War
Washington arrived at Cambridge, Massachusetts, to take command on July 3, 1775
Washington appointed General Henry Knox to command his artillery

British General William Howe made Philadelphia his campaign focus: seat of colonial power
After several local engagements, General Howe captured the city on 26 September 1777
The Continental Congress fled the city one week prior; British unable to capture the Patriot Government




Valley Forge, 1777-1778

(u.5.ARMY)

The Continental Army suffered harsh weather, disease, and starvation

Continental Soldiers spent six-months training under Prussian General
Baron Friedrich von Steuben

The Continental Army became a world-class fighting force, hardened
through hardship and resolved to achieve victory

Baron Fredrich von Steuben Continental Soldiers Performing Drills in Formation
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This was also where General Washington ordered the inoculation (vaccination) of the Continental Army against Smallpox
Find someone with Cowpox
Take the fluid from a Cowpox boil
Smear the fluid into an open wound of a healthy Soldier


= Von Steuben’s training manual was
called the “Blue Book”

= The basis of training at Valley Forge

with instruction on: -
= Uniforms and care of Equipment s TIZ/,:, TR-AINN: (-
= Marching and Firing Orders o, /%ﬁ;%)‘/;fapﬁn A _ _"" sf,ﬁ',f, !entmﬁenso”f
= Bayonet Attacks and Charges N an 4. ’:@ :EE,IE,:;’EE{E:YZS
= Accountability of Arms aaol 6 2 e i '
» Personal Cleanliness and Sick Call ke
= NCO Leadership ox 1R 20 S EEAL,
= General Orders T

= Why does this still matter today? \?
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We still call this manual the “Blue Book” – they are what you possess right now

Why does this matter: We maintain a tradition of practicing drills in marching formations and weapons handling
To respect the foundations of our formal fighting force
To create and reinforce our unit cohesion and esprit de corps

We also hold simple principles in individual discipline to ensure each Soldier is both willing and able to perform whatever duty required

Fredrich von Steuben is regarded as the “First American Drill Sergeant”
He taught the Army how to swear in seven languages…

The blue book also details duties/responsibilities of the NCOs (important for BLC!)


. Check On Learning

* When did Congress form the Continental Army?

Why did Congress form the Continental Army??

Why was the Army’s victory at Saratoga important?

Why was training at Valley Forge significant?

What was Baron Fredrich von Steuben’s Training Manual?

Victory Starts Here! Educate, Inspire, Preserve!
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When did Congress form the Continental Army?
	14 June 1775

Why did Congress form the Continental Army?
	To prepare to fight the British Army in defense of colonial rights
 
What was the significance of the Army’s victory at Saratoga?
	It prompted the French to support the American Revolution

Why was training at Valley Forge significant?
	It developed the Continental Army into a cohesive fighting force
	It hardened the Army’s resolve to win the war

What was Baron Fredrich von Steuben’s Training Manual called?
	the “Blue Book”


, Video Clip

= 1c. Module A - Battle of Yorktown Video

(3:32 length)

Victory Starts Here! Educate, Inspire, Preserve!
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The Battle of Yorktown: Aftermath

19 October 1781: General Cornwallis surrenders at Yorktown
» Parliament concluded that continuing the war in America was futile

» The colonies would be granted independence in 1783’s Treaty of Paris

The British Surrender at Yorktown

Victory Starts Here! Educate, Inspire, Preserve!
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The British force surrendered:
7,087 officers and men
900 seamen
144 cannons
15 galleys
1 frigate
30 transport ships

Though the war persisted on seas and in other theaters, the Patriot victory at Yorktown effectively ended fighting in the American colonies


Army Values - Loyalty

Ethan Allen and The Green Mountain Boys
= Formed as a militia of frontier farmers
= Fought in defense of their homesteads

= Took Fort Ticonderoga with General Benedict
Arnold

Though never interested in the revolution, the boys
were concerned about their farms and families.

Fighting the British promised peace and security, so
they accepted Benedict Arnold’s request.

Ethan stepped forward and shouted, “We’re going to take this fort, so y’all had better run!”

He then headed toward the fort and, without prompt, the rest of the boys followed him. Once
they had bypassed the walls, the British surrendered, having seen how many there were.

The Green Mountain Boys went on to assist in many other battles. When the war ended,
they went back home to continue protecting their lands.

- Loyalty
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IRT Loyalty, focus on the root of the Green Mountain Boys’ Loyalty:
Their priority was their families and homesteads
Resisting the British promised a life of freedom, so they joined to invest in their future on the frontier
Leadership of Ethan Allen was earned by his years of experience and skill; his men were Loyal to him because he was a real leader and they trusted him


, Army Values - Loyalty

General Sir Benedict Arnold

= An early hero of the Revolution and capable General
= Fought at Ticonderoga, Quebec, and Bemis Heights
= Defected to the British due to perceived ingratitude

General Arnold’s debt, which began accumulating during his time
as governor, and his growing resentment having been passed up
for promotion, prompted him to believe he would do better to
assist the British.

Through British Major John Andre, he corresponded with British leadership to turn over his
post at West Point in exchange for a commission in the British Army.

After the war had ended, Arnold would reside in England. The British regarded him with
ambivalence while his former countrymen despised him.

His name would become synonymous with “Traitor” throughout US history
- Loyalty
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*The Army Value of ‘Loyalty’ is in red to signify its betrayal

IRT Loyalty, focus on:
The points of concern that made Benedict an insider threat:
Significant debt from his time as a Governor of Rhode Island
Perceived disrespect for not being promoted
Believing his leadership did not care about him
His wife was a pro-British loyalist who urged him to switch sides
Though key in many battles before, he would betray the Americans due to insufficient sense of Loyalty


Check on Learning

. BES

What is the Army’s Birthday?
= Why did the Continental Congress form the Army?

= What event convinced the French to support the
American Revolution?

= Why was training at Valley Forge so significant?

= How did victory at Yorktown influence the Revolution?

What is the importance of Loyalty?
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What is the Army’s Birthday?
		14 June 1775

Why did Congress form the Continental Army?
	To prepare to fight the British Army in defense of colonial rights

What event convinced the French to support the American Revolution?
	The Continental Army’s victory at Saratoga

Why was training at Valley Forge significant?
	It developed Continental Army Soldiers into a cohesive fighting force
	It hardened the Army’s resolve to win the war

How did victory at Yorktown influence the outcome of the Revolution?
		General Cornwallis and his Army were defeated, ending the British southern campaign
		It forced the British to accept American Independence

Q: What is the importance of Loyalty?�A: The success of the Army relies on each individual to bear true faith and allegiance to the U.S. Constitution, the Army, their unit, and other Soldiers
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“History Starts Here”

Victory Starts Here! http://www.tradoc.army.mil/
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