VICTORY STARTS HERE!

Module C — The Meuse-Argonne Offensive

American Imperialism and the First World War; aka, “The Great War”
1865 - 1918

Victory Starts Here! http://www.tradoc.army.mil/
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Introduction: “Good morning/afternoon Trainees. I am [Drill Sergeant G.I. Joe] and this is the Third of Seven modules covering your history and heritage in the American Army.”
 


»
@ Lesson Introduction

-

Tasks:

» Acquire basic knowledge of the US Army’s history
= |dentify Army Values highlighted during the First World War
» Develop a sense of pride and heritage as members of the US Army

Conditions

= Timeframe: 20-minute block of instruction
= Location: Classroom environment
= Equipment: Projectors, Speaker System, Slide Deck, and Videos
= Student Resources:
- Note taking materials
- Water source
- Sensory Systems (Eyes and Ears)
- Cognitive Functions (Brain)
- Response Mechanism (Voice)

Victory Starts Here! Educate, Inspire, Preserve!
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Conditions: Our in-person instruction on Army Heritage… [note the following details]
Timeframe (ex: and hour long block of instruction)
Location (ex: A-Co classroom with latrines and water fountain down the hall)
Technology (ex: slides, whiteboards, speaker system, etc.)
Student Resources (ex: pen/paper, water source, squads/platoons for work groups, etc.)


. Terminal Learning Objective

Standards

Pre-Requisite Reading:
* Trainees read pages 1-14 of “Army History and Heritage, CH-3”

Key learning points:
= What were the Army’s concerns prior to World War |
What event triggered World War |
What led to American involvement in World War |
How the “Lost Battalion” influenced the Meuse-Argonne Offensive
How the Meuse-Argonne Offensive influenced World War |
= How the highlighted individuals displayed Army Values

Lesson validation:
= Verify knowledge through checks on learning

Educate, Inspire, Preserve!
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Pre-Requisite: Trainees have read pages 1-14 of “Army History and Heritage, CH-3”. 

Advise Trainees to write down the Key Learning Points and to keep an eye out for Bold Words

Recommended Teacher Pre-Reads/Pre-Listens
 
World War I (It’s beginnings and America’s Involvement)
Dan Carlin’s Hardcore History - Blueprint for Armageddon Part 1 (Foundations of the Great War)
Dan Carlin’s Hardcore History - Blueprint for Armageddon Part 5 (America’s involvement in the Great War)
 
The Indian Wars:
https://www.history.com/topics/native-american-history/american-indian-wars
 
The Spanish American War:
https://www.history.com/topics/early-20th-century-us/spanish-american-war
 
Annexation of Hawaii:
https://www.history.com/this-day-in-history/americans-overthrow-hawaiian-monarchy
 
Boxer Rebellion:
https://www.history.com/topics/china/boxer-rebellion
 
Philippine Independence Movement:
https://www.history.com/this-day-in-history/philippine-independence-declared
 
Friedrich Wilhelm II:
https://www.history.com/topics/world-war-i/kaiser-wilhelm-ii
 
Assassination of Arch-Dike Franz Ferdinand:
https://www.history.com/this-day-in-history/archduke-ferdinand-assassinated
 
Austria-Hungary Declares War on Serbia:
https://www.history.com/this-day-in-history/austria-hungary-declares-war-on-serbia
 
The Schlieffen Plan:
https://www.history.com/news/was-germany-doomed-in-world-war-i-by-the-schlieffen-plan
 
WWI Battles Timeline:
https://www.history.com/topics/world-war-i/world-war-i-battles-timeline
 
America Declares War on Germany:
https://www.history.com/topics/world-war-i/u-s-entry-into-world-war-i-1
 
Meuse-Argonne Offensive:
https://www.history.com/this-day-in-history/meuse-argonne-offensive-opens
 
The Lost Battalion:
https://www.americanheritage.com/lost-battalion
 
Sabaton Documentaries:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pgNxijbDlJM
 
MAJ Charles Whittlesey:
https://www.cmohs.org/news-events/conflict-era/world-war-i/major-charles-w-whittlesey-and-the-lost-battalion/
 
CPL Alvin York:
https://www.history.com/this-day-in-history/u-s-soldier-alvin-york-displays-heroics-at-argonne
 
Cher Ami (Home of Heroes):
https://homeofheroes.com/heroes-stories/world-war-i/cher-ami/



The Army Values

Respect

Definition: Treat people as they should be treated. This is the same as do unto
others as you would have done to you.

Why is Respect important?

Due regard for the feelings, wishes, rights, or traditions of others;
admiration due to ability, quality, or achievement
is what allows us to appreciate the best in other people
and for them to appreciate us in-kind.

>> Remember: the Army Values transcend circumstance <<
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This is a test question! Make students write this down…

Q: What is the importance of Respect?�A: The treatment of others as they should be treated is what allows us to appreciate the best in other people and for them to appreciate us in-kind.


Manifest Destiny

(u.5.ARMY)

After the Civil War ended, the Army focused on Reconstruction and
Security of the Frontier

The concept of “Manifest Destiny” soon drove American Imperialism

Immigration and industrialization boomed
= New York City was “The Golden Door” for European immigrants
» California’s “Angel Island” for Asian immigrants

The “American West” was being tamed
= [ndian Wars and “Buffalo Soldiers”

= “Boomers and Sooners” land rushes
Gold and Oil Rushes

The “Oregon Trail”

Trans-American Railroads

Art inspired by Manifest Destiny
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»
European Powder Keg

In the wake of the Napoleonic Wars, and new reality of “Total War”,
the late-19th Century Europe was one of Defensive Alliances

1839: First Treaty of London

= Backed sovereignty of Belgium

» Backed sovereignty of Luxembourg
1871: German Empire formed o B G N
1879-83: German Defense Treaties | = “fao oo

= Austro-German Treaty uuuuuuu

= Triple Alliance :

= Austro-Romanian Alliance St D= RS e —EUROPE

haeret T X =

1894: Franco-Russian Alliance

» French and Russian Defensive Pact Europe, 1914

» Response to German dominance

Victory Starts Here! Educate, Inspire, Preserve!
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What Caused World War One

(u.5.ARMY)

“One day the great European War will come out of some damned foolish
thing in the Balkans.” — Chancellor Otto von Bismarck, 1888

On 28 June 1914, tensions broke in Serbia:

= Arch-Duke Franz Ferdinand and his wife were
shot and killed by Gavrilo Princip

= Austria-Hungary delivered an impossible ultimatum
to the Serbian government

= Serbia tried arbitration to resolve the dispute

» Austria-Hungary declared war against Serbia
on 28 July 1914

Arch-Duke Franz Ferdinand
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The Arch-Duke was touring military maneuvers in in Sarajevo, Bosnia-Herzegovina.

June 28th is the holy holiday “Vidovdan” (Saint Vitus Day) and was the same day for the Battle of Kosovo against the Ottoman empire in 1839
A Serb-led Christian coalition by Prince Lazar fought the Ottoman army on the Kosovo field
Though indecisive, both Sultan Murad and Prince Lazar of Serbia were slain
Led to the Ottoman conquest of Serbian principalities
Became a day to honor those who fought in the battle and fell "for their faith and homeland“

The Arch-Duke’s tour and the military maneuvering was considered insensitive and only added to the ire against him, even though he was perhaps the most Serb-friendly of the Austro-Hungarian royalty


Tactics and Technology

, I
Typified by Trench Warfare, machine guns, and Chemical Weapons and protection became
barbed wire widespread

Late-war use of Tanks to replace cavalry charges Planes were used for reconnaissance and led to
and break stalemates “Aces” becoming Heroes

Victory Starts Here! Educate, Inspire, Preserve!
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Why Did We Enter World War One?

= [n 1917, the British intercepted the “Zimmerman Telegram” which
proposed a German-Mexican alliance if the US joined the war

= Britain informed the US; the US declared war on Germany

= Mobilization was slow due to
training and a small war industry

= As US forces arrived in France,
allied morale rose dramatically

= Plans were then made to turn the
balance of power into allied favor
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1

1

Over 2-Million American, French and British
troops assembled in the Argonne Forest

1

On 26 September 1918, the allies began
the Meuse-Argonne Offensive began

1

1

The attack stalled shortly after it began

Nine companies under Major Charles
Whittlesey penetrated the German line

MEUSE-ARGONNE OPERATION
EXPLOITATION AND PURSUIT
1-11 November 1918
Axis of Main Attack

e
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Nate:
ELEVATION IN METERS
300 and Above

200
4 ‘J" Miles

100

OCEAN

IU Kilometars

MEDITERRANEAN SEA
©2011 Encyclopeedia Britannica,

It was called the
Educate, Inspire, Preserve!

“Lost Battalion”
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>
s VIDEO CLIP

= 1c. Module C — the Lost Battalion Video

(10:00 length)

= https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pgNxijbDIJM

(12:30 length)

Victory Starts Here! Educate, Inspire, Preserve!
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SECOND VIDEO IS ONLY AS TIME ALLOWS.


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pgNxijbDlJM

»
Meuse-Argonne Outcome

The “Lost Battalion” disrupted the German line for six days

» English, French, and American forces reinitiated the offensive;
forced the Germans back across the border

= News of allied success sparked public unrest in Germany

German leadership sued for peace

At 1100 on 11 November 1918,
the Armistice was signed

“The Great War” was now over

The Armistice of Compiegne

Victory Starts Here! Educate, Inspire, Preserve!
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k| Army Values - Respect

MAJ Charles Whittlesey

= Lawyer from New York
= Assigned to the 77t Division

= Commanded the “Lost Battalion” during the
Meuse-Argonne Offensive

The Major received his amended orders to “advance without
regard to flanks or losses”.

What may seem to be irrational to ordinary people was well
understood by the Major. If the war was to end, his orders had
fo be followed, despite his mixed feelings.

He respected the chain of command and performed his duty. Later, because of his success,
LTC Whittlesey was awarded the Medal of Honor on December 24, 1918.

Charles Whittlesey was not one to acknowledge the accolades of others. Instead, he focused
attention toward honoring his enlisted Soldiers and advocating peace.

- Respect

Victory Starts Here! Educate, Inspire, Preserve!
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IRT Respect, focus on MAJ Whittlesey’s:
Respect for his orders
Appreciation of his Soldiers
Humble nature

General John J. Pershing acknowledged MAJ Whittlesey as one of the three most outstanding Soldiers of the war.

He declined many requests for public appearances and refused to discuss his personal war experiences.

When he did speak publicly, at commemorative events and fundraisers for veterans’ organizations, he focused on honoring enlisted men and advocating for peace.

Meanwhile, he tried to help fellow veterans by visiting wounded soldiers in New York hospitals, chairing the local Red Cross Roll Call, and attending many funerals. He was also one of three pall bearers selected personally by General Pershing for the funeral of the Unknown Soldier.


-

Cher Ami

= Carrier Pigeon with MAJ Whittlesey’s force
= Delivered a critical message under heavy fire
= Saved over 200 men in Meuse-Argonne

The Major wrote a quick message which was strapped
to the pigeon’s leg.

“‘We are along the road parallel 276.4 Our own
artillery is dropping a barrage directly on us. For
heaven's sake stop it”

Twenty-two minutes later, Cher Ami arrived at Mobile Pigeon Loft #9. He was missing an
eye, a leg, and had been shot through the breast and wing.

On June 13th, 1919, Cher Ami died at Fort Monmouth, New Jersey. Cher Ami’s body was
preserved and resides at the Smithsonian Museum of American History. It is difficult to say
how many families owe their existence to the courage and self-sacrifice of one brave bird.

- Respect
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IRT Respect, focus on :
Cher Ami’s inherent sense of Duty and Determination in spite of wounds
The Respect we have for the capability of simple technologies (in this case, animals)
The Respect given to this Carrier Pigeon for the lives it saved

Why show an animal as a demonstration of Respect?
Answer: Remember, the Army Values transcend circumstance
Of all the technologies employed in war, animals are still a valued asset. In WWI, carrier pigeons were important for emergency communication, especially when radios and runners were insufficient\
The US military recognizes its animal Soldiers with both ranks and awards
Cher Ami is one of many that served as faithfully as their human counterparts


Check on Learning

What were the Army’s concerns prior to the First World War?
What triggered World War 17?
What led to American involvement in First World War?

How did the Meuse-Argonne offensive influence the outcome
of the war?

What is the importance of Respect?

Victory Starts Here! Educate, Inspire, Preserve!
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What were the Army’s concerns prior to the First World War ?
	- Westward expansion (Indian Wars; Sooners/Boomers land rushes; trans-continental trails, roads, and railways)
	- Cuban Revolt
	- Spanish American War
	- New territory in Hawaii, Philippines, Puerto Rico
	- Boxer Rebellion in China
	- Hunting Pancho Villa

What triggered World War I?
	- Complex diplomatic relationships in Europe began to strain
	- Serbian revolutionaries kill the Arch-Duke Franz Ferdinand
	- The Domino Effect of alliances causes major nations to maneuver against each other

What led to American involvement in First World War?
	- Economic aid to Britain over the Atlantic made American shipping targets for German submarines (beginning with the Lusitania)
	- The Zimmerman Note/Telegram

How the offensive influenced the outcome of the war
	- The German front began to collapse across France, causing a general retreat into Germany
	- News of the successful attack across the front caused unrest in Germany
	- German leadership began suing for peace
	- 6 weeks after the offensive began, an Armistice was signed between the great powers, ending the Great War

Q: What is the importance of Respect?�A: The treatment of others as they should be treated is what allows us to appreciate the best in other people and for them to appreciate us in-kind.


TIMELINE

Spalnish-American War (1898) \

25 April: United States declares war on Spain
1 May: Battle of Manila Bay
1July: Battle of San Juan Heights
16 July: Spanish forces surrender at Santiago de Cuba
13 August: American forces occupy Manila, Philippines
10 December: Treaty of Paris signed, ending the war

Philippine War (1899-1902)
Root Reforms (1899-1917)

Boxer Rebelllon (13 July-15 August 1900)

Ma). Walter Reed confirms that mosquitos transmit yellow fever (1901)
Construction of the Panama Canal (1907-1914)

Wright brothers test flights at Fort Myer, Virginia (1908-1909)

Joint U.S. force occuples Veracruz, Mexico, to enforce arms embargo (1914)
Mexican Punitive Expedition (14 March 1916-7 February 1917)

World War | (1917-1918)

1917
6 April: United States declares war on Germany
26 June: 1st Division of the AEF lands in France

1918
28-30 May: Battle of Cantigny
15 July-6 August: 2nd Battle of the Marne
12-16 September: Battle of Saint-Mihiel
26 September: Start of the Meuse-Argonne Offensive

11 November: Armistice _/

Bonus March (1932)

28 July: President Herbert C. Hoover calls on Army to
disperse Bonus Marchers in Washington

Clvilian Conservation Corps established (1933)

World War 1 (1939)
1 September: Nazi Germany invades Poland, starting World War Il

paJano) poliad
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U.S.ARMY VICTORY STARTS HERE!

“History Starts Here”
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