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Lesson Introduction

Tasks:
 Acquire basic knowledge of the US Army’s history
 Identify Army Values highlighted during the Second World War
 Develop a sense of pride and heritage as members of the US Army

Conditions
 Timeframe: 20-minute block of instruction
 Location: Classroom environment
 Equipment: Projectors, Speaker System, Slide Deck, and Videos
 Student Resources: 

- Note taking materials
- Water source
- Sensory Systems (Eyes and Ears)
- Cognitive Functions (Brain)
- Response Mechanism (Voice)

UNCLASSIFIED

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Max Slide Time: 15 secondsConditions: Our in-person instruction on Army Heritage… [note the following details]Timeframe (ex: and hour long block of instruction)Location (ex: A-Co classroom with latrines and water fountain down the hall)Technology (ex: slides, whiteboards, speaker system, etc.)Student Resources (ex: pen/paper, water source, squads/platoons for work groups, etc.)
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Terminal Learning Objective

Standards
Pre-Requisite Reading:

 Trainees read pages 1-15 of “Army History and Heritage, CH-4”
 Trainees read pages 1-21 of “Army History and Heritage, CH-5”

Key learning points:
 What national movements gained power following World War I
 What event caused World War II to start
 How America was involved before going to war
 What caused America to declare war against the Axis Powers
 The significance of the Normandy Beach landings
 How the highlighted individuals displayed Army Values

Lesson validation:
 Verify knowledge through checks on learning

UNCLASSIFIED

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Max Slide Time: 30 secondsPre-Requisite: Trainees have read pages 1-15 of “Army History and Heritage, CH-4”Trainees have read pages 1-21 of “Army History and Heritage, CH-5”Advise Trainees to write down the Key Learning Points and to keep an eye out for Bold WordsRecommended Teacher Pre-Reads/Pre-ListensDan Carlin’s Hardcore History – Blueprint for Armageddon, Part VI (The Russian Revolution and the introduction of new-age national concepts)Dan Carlin’s Hardcore History – Supernova in the East, Part I-VI (From Russo Japanese War and early dominance in the Pacific to end-war theaters in the Pacific and the Atomic Bombs) Dan Carlin’s Hardcore History – Ghosts of the Ostfront, Parts I-IV (Operation Barbarossa and the Russian Counteroffensive) Soviet Russia:https://www.history.com/topics/russia/history-of-the-soviet-unionhttps://www.history.com/topics/russia/vladimir-leninhttps://www.history.com/news/9-things-you-may-not-know-about-vladimir-lenin Fascist Italy:https://www.history.com/this-day-in-history/benito-mussolini-declares-himself-dictator-of-italyhttps://www.history.com/topics/world-war-ii/benito-mussolini Imperial / Nationalist Japan:https://www.history.com/this-day-in-history/meiji-restoration-in-japanhttps://www.history.com/topics/world-war-ii/hirohito-1 Fascist Germany:https://www.history.com/topics/germany/weimar-republichttps://www.history.com/topics/world-war-ii/nazi-partyhttps://www.history.com/topics/world-war-ii/adolf-hitler-1 WWII Battles Timeline:https://www.history.com/topics/world-war-ii/world-war-ii-battles-timeline Japan Annexes Korea:https://www.history.com/news/japan-colonization-korea The “Winter War” Visual Documentary, by the Kings and Generals Channel:https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1Uk5bY22RSE The Winter War:https://www.history.com/news/what-was-the-winter-war Blitzkrieg explanation:https://www.history.com/topics/world-war-ii/blitzkrieg Germany Invades Paris:https://www.history.com/this-day-in-history/germans-enter-paris Dunkirk:https://www.history.com/topics/world-war-ii/dunkirk The Lend Lease Act:https://www.history.com/topics/world-war-ii/lend-lease-act-1 Lend Lease – Russia:https://share.america.gov/america-sent-equipment-to-soviet-union-in-world-war-ii/https://www.history.com/this-day-in-history/fdr-approves-lend-lease-aid-to-the-ussr The Tripartite Pact:https://www.history.com/this-day-in-history/the-tripartite-pact-is-signed-by-germany-italy-and-japan China at War:https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TnYHe80ZvBw How War in Europe influenced East Asia:https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=U4EdDCZ4pCA China during WW2:https://www.history.com/news/china-role-world-war-ii-allies Operation Barbarossa:https://www.history.com/topics/world-war-ii/operation-barbarossaDan Carlin’s Hardcore History – Ghosts of the Ostfront, Parts I-IV (Operation Barbarossa and the Russian Counteroffensive) Attack on Pearl Harbor:https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZzS1ZAulpoY Irwin Rommel:https://www.history.com/this-day-in-history/rommel-in-africa Tobruk:https://www.history.com/this-day-in-history/allies-surrender-at-tobruk-libya El Alamein:https://www.history.com/this-day-in-history/the-battle-of-el-alamein-begins Kasserine Pass:https://www.history.com/this-day-in-history/battle-of-the-kasserine-pass Battle of Stalingrad:https://www.history.com/topics/world-war-ii/battle-of-stalingrad Invasion of Sicily:https://www.history.com/topics/world-war-ii/invasion-of-sicily Italian Campaign:https://www.history.com/topics/world-war-ii/italian-campaign D-Day, Normandy Landings:https://www.history.com/topics/world-war-ii/d-day Battle of the Bulge:https://www.history.com/topics/world-war-ii/battle-of-the-bulge 8 Interesting facts about the Battle of the Bulge:https://www.history.com/news/8-things-you-may-not-know-about-the-battle-of-the-bulge FDR’s Death:https://www.history.com/this-day-in-history/fdr-dies The Manhattan Project:https://www.history.com/topics/world-war-ii/the-manhattan-project V-J Day:https://www.history.com/topics/world-war-ii/v-j-day Elsie S. Ott:https://news.va.gov/96440/veteranoftheday-army-veteran-elsie-s-ott/ Vernon J Baker:https://www.nationalww2museum.org/war/articles/medal-of-honor-recipient-vernon-baker Jimmy Stewart:https://groovyhistory.com/jimmy-stewart-wwii-veteran-ptsd-wonderful-life/7 
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The Army Values

Selfless Service
Definition: Put the welfare of the Nation, the Army, and your subordinates 

before your own. This means putting the welfare of the Nation and 
accomplishment of the mission ahead of personal desires.

Why is Selfless Service important?

Putting the welfare of the nation, the Army, and fellow Soldiers before your own
is the foundation of team cohesion, trust, and success; accomplishing more 

without personal expectation

UNCLASSIFIED

>> Remember: the Army Values transcend circumstance <<

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Max Slide Time: 30 secondsThis is a test question! Make students write this down…Q: What is the importance of Selfless Service?�A: Putting the welfare of the nation, the Army, and fellow Soldiers before your own is the foundation of team cohesion, trust, and success.
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The World after the Great War

The Treaty of Versailles set the stage for political change across the 
world

Four countries in particular underwent significant national changes:

 Russia, 1922: Vladimir Lenin forms the Soviet Union (Communism)

 Italy, 1925: Benito Mussolini becomes Dictator of Italy (Fascism)

 Japan, 1926: Hirohito becomes Emperor of Japan (Militant Nationalism) 

 Germany, 1933: Adolf Hitler becomes Chancellor of Germany (Fascism)

UNCLASSIFIED

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Max Slide Time: 15 secondsSeveral European populations questioned the basis for national powerThe three most devastated nations of the war (Italy, Germany, and Russia) bought into concepts that vested power in the populace instead of the monarchyThese concepts were overtaken by dictatorships that began directing change by fiatJapan benefitted from WWI by taking territory in the pacific with little-to-no consequenceInternally, Japan dealt with complex governance and diplomacySevere lack of civil control over the military led to governance driven by militant fanaticismThe Emperor was the supreme ruler, but effectively had little power… it gets complicated…
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World War II Begins

In 1924, Lenin dies and Joseph Stalin takes control of the Soviet Union
 Proposes 10-year non-aggression pact with Germany in 1938
 Pact identifies spheres of influence; secretly divides Poland

On 1 September 1939, Germany invades Poland, starting World War II

UNCLASSIFIED

 France and Britain declare
war on Germany 

 On 17 September 1939, 
Russia invades Poland

Division of East Europe between Nazi Germany and Soviet Russia

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Max Slide Time: 15 secondsDid you know… Lenin specifically left instructions that Stalin was not to become the leader of the Soviet Union. Lenin believed him to be too brutalThese instructions were not communicated widely enough, allowing Stalin to take power before anyone could adequately oppose him
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World War II – 1940
 In early 1940, German invasions commence using “Blitzkrieg” tactics

 Norway, Denmark, Belgium, Netherlands, Luxembourg, and France

 British expeditionary forces withdraw through Dunkirk (Northern France)

UNCLASSIFIED

 Axis Powers maneuver to curb British power
 The “Battle of Britain” aerial campaign

 Italy invades British-controlled Egypt

 In September, Japan joins the Axis

 Hungary, Bulgaria, Yugoslavia, and
Romania coerced into joining the Axis

British Aviators scramble during 
the Battle of Britain

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Max Slide Time: 15 seconds
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World War II – 1941
 In March, the US passed the Lend Lease Act 

 US provided equipment and supplies to Britain, China, and Russia

 “Lend your neighbor a hose” was President’s Roosevelt’s metaphor

 In June, Germany invades Russia in Operation Barbarossa

 On 7 December 1941, Japan bombs Pearl Harbor to mitigate 
American power in the Pacific

UNCLASSIFIED

 The US declares war on Japan

 Germany and Italy declare war
on the US

 The US aligns with Britain, France, 
and Russia to fight the Axis powers

The Attack on Pearl Harbor

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Max Slide Time: 30 seconds
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World War II – 1942
 From June to July:

 The US wins the Battle of Midway; decisively turning the war in the Pacific

 Germany attacks the Soviet city of Stalingrad

 From October to November:
 Soviet forces surround the German army at Stalingrad

 Soviets begin pushing German forces back across East Europe

UNCLASSIFIED

 Britain repulses Axis forces in Egypt 

 US forces land in North-West Africa

 Axis forces surrounded in Tunisia

The course of the North African Campaign

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Max Slide Time: 15 seconds
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“Operation Overlord”

 On 06 June 1944, British, Canadian, and American Armies seized the 
Normandy Coast to create a foothold on continental Europe

 Preceded by the largest airborne operation to that point (over 17,000 men)

 Attack involved over 5,000 watercraft and 156,000 troops

UNCLASSIFIED

Normandy Landing Zones Mass-offloading after the beaches are taken

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Max Slide Time: 15 secondsThe British and Canadians overcame light opposition capturing beaches codenamed Gold, Juno, and SwordThe Americans faced light opposition at Utah Beach, but faced heavy opposition at OmahaCasualties during the landings numbered about 10,300By June 30, over 850,000 men, 148,000 vehicles, and 570,000 tons of supplies had landed on the Normandy shores
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VIDEO CLIP

 1c. Module D – Normandy Beach, Saving 
Private Ryan

(3:10 length)

UNCLASSIFIED

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Max Slide Time: 4 Minutes. ONLY SHOW 0:00-3:10. If time permits, you can return and show the entirety of the video.
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Battle of the Bulge

 The winter of 1944 saw intense fighting and worsening conditions

UNCLASSIFIED

 Hitler launched a counterattack in Belgium 
 Aimed to split Allied Armies in the 

Ardennes

 American 101st Airborne besieged at 
Bastogne

 On 26 December 1944, General Patton
broke through the German blockade

 On 25 January 1945, the Allies resumed 
the drive to Berlin German Winter Offensive of 1944

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Max Slide Time: 15 seconds30 German Divisions attacked across an 85-mile wide frontBaseball Hall of Famer and WWII veteran Warren Spahn said in The Love of Baseball “I was from Buffalo, I thought I knew cold, but I didn’t really know cold until the Battle of the Bulge.”Veteran PFC Vernon Brantley of the 289th Regiment told the Fort Jackson Leader in 2009 that his unit had just arrived in Germany from France when they were told to load up and return to Luxembourg.“We got word that the Germans had dropped a lot of paratroopers behind our lines, and that they were dressed like American Soldiers and spoke English. They were there to create confusion.” LIFE magazine reported in 1945, “The Nazis were carefully groomed for their dangerous mission. They spoke excellent English and their slang had been tuned up by close association with American prisoners of war in German camps”To stop infiltrators, the U.S. troops would ask suspected Germans to answer American trivia questions. "Three times I was ordered to prove my identity," Gen. Omar Bradley recalled
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Victory in Europe (V-E) Day

 By April 1945, the Soviet Army under General Zhukov reached Berlin

 On 30 April 1945, Adolf Hitler commits suicide

UNCLASSIFIED

Nazi leadership of Germany surrenders

 On 1 May 1945, the Soviet Army 
takes the Reichstag Building

 On 2 May 1945, German leaders 
surrender to the Russians

 On 8 May 1945, the Allies declare 
Victory in Europe

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Max Slide Time: 15 secondsWhile forming the European Campaign, Berlin was divided into occupation zones among the AlliesRussia’s portion of Berlin included the Reichstag of the German Government
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Victory in Japan (V-J) Day

UNCLASSIFIED

 Tremendous loss of life predicted for a land campaign toward Tokyo

 The decision was made to use Atomic weapons instead

 06 August 1945: “Little Boy” was 
dropped on Hiroshima

 09 August 1945: “Fat Man” was 
dropped on Nagasaki

 10 August 1945: the Japanese 
announce intent to surrender

 14 August 1945: the Allies declare 
Victory in Japan Japanese surrender on the USS Missouri on 14 August 1945

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Max Slide Time: 15 secondsHiroshima and Nagasaki were chosen for two key reasons:Apparent lack of Allied POWsRelatively untouched by the war
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Army Values – Selfless Service
Elsie S. Ott
 Enlisted into the Army Nurse Corps in 1941
 Pioneered air medical evacuation
 First female to receive the Air Medal

Elsie was posted to Karachi, India. In January 1943, she 
prepared for a trip to Walter Reed. With no prior flying 
experience and as the only caregiver on the flight, she made 
the most of available linens and a first aid kit.

UNCLASSIFIED

Of her five patients, two were paralyzed waist down, one had Tuberculosis, one Glaucoma, 
and one suffered from manic-depressive psychosis.

The trip took less than a week to complete, compared to three months by ship. However, it 
could have been much better.

Elsie made several notes for future mission requirements, including oxygen tanks, as well 
as extra dressing material, coffee, and blankets. She also made it clear that her current 
uniform was impractical; the skirt had to be replaced with pants.

 - Selfless Service

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Max Slide Time: 2 minutesOtt participated in the first air evacuation, where flight crews evacuated patients to Walter Reed Hospital in Washington, D.C.She had no flying experienceShe was the only caregiver on the flight and she had five patients with severe conditionsHer trip allowed her to improve the process of air medical evacuation firsthand, making it a competent component of military medical operationsDespite protests against women as flight nurses, General Davis N. Grant started the first training program for flight nurses at Bowman Army Airfield in Kentucky that same yearCongress also unanimously passed the Cadet Nurse Corps Program, becoming effective on July 1, 1943Elsie S. Ott:https://news.va.gov/96440/veteranoftheday-army-veteran-elsie-s-ott/
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Army Values – Selfless Service
Vernon J. Baker
 Experienced a rough life growing up
 Joined the Army because it was his best opportunity
 One of seven Black American Medal of Honor recipients for 

service in World War 2

Vernon accepted assignment as Quartermaster Sergeant 
because at least he got in. However, it wasn’t long before he was 
selected to become a Lieutenant, graduating OCS in 1943 and 
sent to lead a weapons platoon.

UNCLASSIFIED

He served with distinction in the Italy Campaign, becoming well appreciated for his skill 
leading night patrols. He would be severely wounded on one patrol, but recovered and 
rejoined his unit as its senior-most officer for a time.

In 1945, his company was tasked to take Castle Aghinolfi, west of Florence. Foremost in 
the fighting, he took lead on several occasions of intense chaos. For his actions he 
earned the Distinguished Service Cross; the highest award in his company at the time.

50 years later, he would receive the Army Medal of Honor.

 - Selfless Service

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Max Slide Time: 2 minutesEmployment options for Black Americans were limited at the time, but the Army was one of themVernon was rejected at first for his skin color, but persistence paid off when he was finally accepted. He was assigned to the 25th Infantry DivisionIn October 1942 Baker was tapped for Officer Candidate School (a bit to his dismay because his assignment up to then as a supply sergeant was easy)Baker received his commission as a 2nd Lieutenant on January 11, 1943 and assigned a weapons platoon in the segregated 370th Infantry Regiment of the 92nd Infantry DivisionOn August 1, 1944, Baker’s regiment landed at Naples, Italy to support the Fifth Army with the intent of fighting their way north and penetrating the Gothic LineAfter being wounded, he returned to his unit in December 1944 and was the senior-most officer until replacement leadership (white officers) arrivedIn April 1945, Baker’s Battalion was moved forward to make headway on the front; the goal was to take Castle Aghinolfi, a German artillery post and stronghold on a hillThe first attack lasted 12 hours and he lost 19 of his men; despite his men wanting to press forward, he decided to withdrawBaker volunteered to lead the battalion’s second advance through enemy mine fields and heavy fire to secure the occupied mountain objectiveBetween August 1944 and May 1945, the 92nd Infantry Division suffered as many as 5,000 casualtiesVernon J Baker:https://www.nationalww2museum.org/war/articles/medal-of-honor-recipient-vernon-baker
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Check on Learning

UNCLASSIFIED

 What national movements gained power after World War I?

 What event(s) caused the start of World War II?

 How was America involved before it declared war?

 What event caused America to declare war?

 Where did the Allies land in France in 1944?

 What is the importance of Selfless Service?

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Max Slide Time: 1 minuteWhat national movements gained power after World War I?	Communism	Fascism	Military NationalismWhat event(s) caused the start of World War II?	Germany’s invasion of Poland prompted Britain and France to declare war against GermanyHow was America involved before it declared war?	Providing material and financial support to Britain, Russia and China through the Lend Lease ProgramWhat event caused America to declare war?	The Japanese bombing of Pearl Harbor on 7 December 1941How did World War II conclude in Europe and the Pacific?	Europe: the fall of Berlin to the Soviet Army caused Hitler to commit suicide and forced German leadership to surrender	Pacific: Japanese resolve prompted President Truman to order nuclear bombing of Japanese cities until Japan agreed to surrenderQ: What is the importance of Selfless Service?�A: Putting the welfare of the nation, the Army, and fellow Soldiers before your own is the foundation of team cohesion, trust, and success.
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Victory Starts Here! http://www.tradoc.army.mil/

“History Starts Here”

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Total Slide Time: 19 Minutes, 55 Seconds
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