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History and Heritage
Module E — The Cold War

Aftermath of World War Il to the Fall of the Soviet Union
1945-1991

Starts Here! http://www.tradoc.army.mil/
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Introduction: “Good morning/afternoon Trainees. I am [Drill Sergeant G.I. Joe] and this is the Fifth of Seven modules covering your history and heritage in the American Army.”
 


»
@ Lesson Introduction

-

Tasks:

= Acquire basic knowledge of the US Army’s history
= |dentify Army Values highlighted during the Cold War
» Develop a sense of pride and heritage as members of the US Army

Conditions

= Timeframe: 20-minute block of instruction
= Location: Classroom environment
= Equipment: Projectors, Speaker System, Slide Deck, and Videos
= Student Resources:
- Note taking materials
- Water source
- Sensory Systems (Eyes and Ears)
- Cognitive Functions (Brain)
- Response Mechanism (Voice)
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Conditions: Our in-person instruction on Army Heritage… [note the following details]
Timeframe (ex: and hour long block of instruction)
Location (ex: A-Co classroom with latrines and water fountain down the hall)
Technology (ex: slides, whiteboards, speaker system, etc.)
Student Resources (ex: pen/paper, water source, squads/platoons for work groups, etc.)



»
. Terminal Learning Objective

Standards

Pre-Requisite Reading:
* Trainees read pages 1-9 of “Army History and Heritage, CH-6"

Key learning points:
» What caused the start of the Cold War
= Why America saw (and still sees) Communism as a global threat
» America’s strategy against Communism during the Cold War
» The significance of the Tet Offensive in Vietnam
= How the highlighted individuals displayed Army Values

Lesson validation:
= Verify knowledge through checks on learning

Educate, Inspire, Preserve!


Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Max Slide Time: 30 seconds

Pre-Requisite: Trainees have read pages 1-9 of “Army History and Heritage, CH-6”

Recommended Additional Teacher Pre-Reads
Origins of the Cold War:
https://www.britannica.com/event/Cold-War
 
Example of Early Tension Between Western Powers and Soviet Bloc:
https://www.britannica.com/event/Berlin-blockade
 
Founding of NATO:
https://www.britannica.com/topic/North-Atlantic-Treaty-Organization/
 
Socialism:
https://www.britannica.com/topic/socialism
 
Communism:
https://www.britannica.com/topic/communism
 
Leninism and the Russian Revolution:
https://www.britannica.com/biography/Vladimir-Lenin/Formation-of-a-revolutionary-party 
https://www.britannica.com/event/Russian-Revolution
 
Finally, Lenin’s Death, the Rise of Stalin and the creation of “Marxist-Leninism”:
https://www.britannica.com/biography/Joseph-Stalin#ref13389
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/abs/10.1080/14690760500099788
 
Containment:
https://www.britannica.com/topic/containment-foreign-policy
 
Original Article from George Kennan (Primary Source):
https://www.cvce.eu/en/obj/the_sources_of_soviet_conduct_from_foreign_affairs_july_1947-en-a0f03730-dde8-4f06-a6ed-d740770dc423.html
 
Marshall Plan:
https://www.britannica.com/event/Marshall-Plan
 
Chinese Civil War:
https://www.britannica.com/event/Chinese-Civil-War
 
Opening address by Mao Zedong at the First Plenary Session of the Chinese People's Political Consultative Conference (Primary Source):
https://china.usc.edu/Mao-declares-founding-of-peoples-republic-of-china-chinese-people-have-stood-up
 
Korean War:
https://www.britannica.com/event/Korean-War
 
General Douglas MacArthur:
https://www.britannica.com/biography/Douglas-MacArthur
 
Landing at Incheon:
https://koreanwarlegacy.org/chapters/changing-the-game-at-incheon/
 
MacArthur and Truman butting heads over China:
https://www.smithsonianmag.com/history/redacted-testimony-fully-explains-why-general-macarthur-was-fired-180960622/
 
LT Baldomero Lopez:
https://www.history.navy.mil/browse-by-topic/people/namesakes/baldomero-lopez.html
 
Pusan Perimeter:
https://koreanwarlegacy.org/chapters/holding-the-pusan-perimeter/
 
The Offensive North of the 38th Parallel and China entering the War:
https://koreanwarlegacy.org/chapters/north-toward-the-yalu-river/
 
Korean War Armistice:
https://www.britannica.com/event/Korean-War/Armistice
 
Ho Chi Minh:
https://alphahistory.com/vietnamwar/ho-chi-min-vietnamese-independence-1919/
 
French-Indochina War:
https://gwonline.unc.edu/node/11660
 
Ngo Dinh Diem:
https://millercenter.org/the-presidency/educational-resources/diem-coup
https://www.jfklibrary.org/learn/about-jfk/jfk-in-history/vietnam-diem-the-buddhist-crisis
 
Famous Photo of Buddhist Self-Immolation Protest became the album cover for Rage Against The Machine:
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rage_Against_the_Machine_(album)#/media/File:RageAgainsttheMachineRageAgainsttheMachine.jpg
 
Gulf of Tonkin Incident:
https://www.britannica.com/event/Gulf-of-Tonkin-incident
 
President Johnson on the Gulf of Tonkin incident:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Dx8-ffiYyzA
 
Tet Offensive:
https://www.britannica.com/event/Vietnam-War/Tet-brings-the-war-home
 
Consequences of the Tet Offensive and Johnson not seeking re-election:
https://www.britannica.com/event/United-States-presidential-election-of-1968
 
My Lai Massacre:
https://www.history.com/topics/vietnam-war/my-lai-massacre-1
 
Conclusion of US Participation in the Vietnam War:
https://www.britannica.com/event/Vietnam-War/De-escalation-negotiation-and-Vietnamization
 
US Withdrawal from Vietnam:
https://www.britannica.com/event/Vietnam-War/The-United-States-negotiates-a-withdrawal
 
Soviet Invasion of Afghanistan:
https://www.britannica.com/event/Soviet-invasion-of-Afghanistan
 
Chernobyl Disaster:
https://www.britannica.com/event/Chernobyl-disaster
https://world-nuclear.org/information-library/safety-and-security/safety-of-plants/chernobyl-accident.aspx
 
Mathias Rust Flight:
https://www.smithsonianmag.com/air-space-magazine/the-notorious-flight-of-mathias-rust-7101888/
 
Berlin Wall:
https://www.britannica.com/topic/Berlin-Wall
 
Reagan’s Speech:
https://www.americanrhetoric.com/speeches/ronaldreaganbrandenburggate.htm
 
Evaluation of Deng Xiaoping’s Reforms:
https://www.brookings.edu/wp-content/uploads/2019/04/9780815737254_ch1.pdf
 
Glasnost and Perestroika:
https://www.britannica.com/topic/glasnost
https://www.britannica.com/topic/perestroika-Soviet-government-policy
 
End of the Eastern Bloc:�https://history.state.gov/milestones/1989-1992/fall-of-communism#:~:text=On%20November%209%2C%201989%2C%20thousands,of%20Europe%E2%80%94the%20Berlin%20Wall.
 
End of the Soviet Union:
https://history.state.gov/milestones/1989-1992/collapse-soviet-union#:~:text=The%20unsuccessful%20August%201991%20coup,of%20Soviet%20and%20Russian%20politics.
 
Taiwan and China:
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-china-59900139
 
War in Ukraine:
Google current news articles and tie in what’s happening today
 
Nagorno-Karabakh:
https://www.cfr.org/global-conflict-tracker/conflict/nagorno-karabakh-conflict
https://www.rferl.org/a/armenia-proposes-demilitarized-zone-nagorno-karabakh/32124504.html
 
Central Asian Conflicts:
https://www.nytimes.com/2022/01/05/world/asia/kazakhstan-protests.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2022/10/08/world/asia/russia-putin-soviet.html 



The Army Values

Honor

Definition: Live up to all the Army Values. This implies always following your
moral compass in any circumstance.

Why is Honor important?

The priceless value of our character
enables our understanding of right and wrong;
the recognition of our self-worth by others and ourselves

>> Remember: the Army Values transcend circumstance <<
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This is a test question! Make students write this down…

Q: What is the importance of Honor?�A: The priceless value of our character, is what enables our understanding of right vs. wrong and the recognition of our self-worth by others and ourselves.


* Key Terms and Concepts

(u.5.ARMY)

Socialism: economy defined by social ownership of the means of production

Communism: a stateless, classless, moneyless society with a distribution system
“from each according to his ability, to each according to his need”

Marxism-Leninism: used to justify Soviet policy
= Central state institution interprets ideology

= Economy based on urbanization and prolific industry
(Good for the Union = Good for Communism)

Maoism: based on Marxism-Leninism
=  Wary of “ideological niceties” - led with violence

= Economy based on agrarian foundations
(Use the peasantry then keep them incapable)

“Political power grows out of the barrel of a gun.”
— Mao Zedong

Marx, Engels, Lenin, Stalin and Mao
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Totalitarianism took control of the Soviet and PRC sphere of influence because of Democratic Centralism

Democratic Centralism
“When the party decides what’s to be done, everyone goes along with it, no matter your disagreements.” This is one of the features of the Soviet Union where most decisions made by Committee would be “unanimous” because people were afraid to go against the party line and be accused of factionalism.


What Caused the Cold War

Communist Ideology directly conflicts with Western Values:

Individual Freedom Equal Opportunity National Sovereignty
VS Vs VS
Group Conformity Equal Outcome Central Party Power

Defeat of Axis Powers = no need for unity

» Stalin emplaced communist control
in occupied territories

» Stalin backed communist expansion
In other nations

The “Big Three” Allied Leaders:
Churchill, Roosevelt, and Stalin
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Communism and Western culture (Democracy/Republicanism, Parliamentary Monarchy, Capitalism…) are decisively opposed to each other

In the final days of WW2, several diplomatic events marked the disintegration of the alliance between the Soviets and the Western powers
British and American disdain for the Soviets became more pronounced (Churchill insulting Stalin on a diplomatic mission, General Patton openly advocating re-arming the Germans to attack Russia, etc.)
American and British leadership decided to keep the atomic bomb a secret from Stalin
Russian spies had already told Stalin of the atomic bomb’s existence; at first, Stalin believed they would tell him soon enough and waited. After a while, it became apparent they were not going to tell him, especially when the bombs were dropped on the precipice of the invasion of the Japanese mainland's
Additionally, a result of the Potsdam Conference of 26 July 1945 was Russian assistance in the invasion of Japan and the reconstruction of war-torn Europe in exchange for the Balkans and the Baltic; dropping the atomic bombs to force Japan’s surrender without telling Stalin first was seen as an underhanded way of reneging on the Conference’s agreements


. The State of the World - Europe

The Iron Curtain: Geographic split between Soviet-controlled Eastern Europe
and Democratic Western Europe

“An Iron Curtain has descended across the continent...”
— Winston Churchill
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Stalin decides to solidify Soviet holdings gained from the offensive into East-Germany
Called the “Iron Curtain” by Winston Churchill
He also extends further influence in several other areas; either directly, through puppet regimes (Syria and Afghanistan), or friendly sovereign nations (Yugoslavia, Albania, and China)


* Response to Communism
(us.amm)

Containment Policy (1947-1989):
= George Kennan'’s foreign policy towards communism
= Non-interference toward Soviet sphere of influence
= Prevent Communist expansion; protect free nation sovereignty

George Kennan
US Director of Policy Planning
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Pursuant with Containment, western allies rebuilt war-torn areas to nurture peace and prevent radical politics
Non-interference into Soviet controlled areas was paramount to preventing a third world war
The US began an economic revitalization costing over $13 Billion in war-torn Western Europe under the Marshall Plan. This would lay deep foundations for the European Union.
The plan aimed to rebuild and create western style democracies more aligned with US foreign policy interests
Soviet controlled states in Eastern Europe were prevented from receiving aid through the Marshall Plan
Finally, the majority of free European nations joined the US in creating NATO.


* Response to Communism
(us.amm)

Containment Policy (1947-1989):
= George Kennan'’s foreign policy towards communism
= Non-interference toward Soviet sphere of influence
= Prevent Communist expansion; protect free nation sovereignty

The Berlin Airlift (1948-1949):
» Land routes to Berlin blocked by Soviets

» Massive air-supply operation for Berlin citizenry
Celle

Buckeburg
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* Response to Communism

Containment Policy (1947-1989):
= George Kennan'’s foreign policy towards communism
= Non-interference toward Soviet sphere of influence
= Prevent Communist expansion; protect free nation sovereignty

The Berlin Airlift (1948-1949):

» Land routes to Berlin blocked by Soviets
» Massive air-supply operation for Berlin citizenry
The Marshall Plan (1948-1951): FOR EUSEBEE:’-I\)&EEUVERY

= Over $13 billion spent to rebuild war-torn Europe  UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

= Prevent radical politics by nurturing democracy ' I I I I I '
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* Response to Communism

Containment Policy (1947-1989):
= George Kennan'’s foreign policy towards communism
= Non-interference toward Soviet sphere of influence
= Prevent Communist expansion; protect free nation sovereignty

The Berlin Airlift (1948-1949):
» Land routes to Berlin blocked by Soviets
» Massive air-supply operation for Berlin citizenry

The Marshall Plan (1948-1951):
= QOver $13 billion spent to rebuild war-torn Europe
» Prevent radical politics by nurturing democracy

North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO) (1949-today):
» Defense pact between the US and Western Europe
= “An attack on one is an attack on all”
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Pursuant with Containment, western allies rebuilt war-torn areas to nurture peace and prevent radical politics
Non-interference into Soviet controlled areas was paramount to preventing a third world war
The US began an economic revitalization costing over $13 Billion in war-torn Western Europe under the Marshall Plan. This would lay deep foundations for the European Union.
The plan aimed to rebuild and create western style democracies more aligned with US foreign policy interests
Soviet controlled states in Eastern Europe were prevented from receiving aid through the Marshall Plan
Finally, the majority of free European nations joined the US in creating NATO.


The State of the World — East Asia

Occupation of Japan (1945-1952):
= Complete withdrawal from conquered territories
= Wide reaching reforms; rewritten Constitution

T DECEMBER 1941 - 4 JUKE 1947
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Japan is occupied by the US Army under General MacArthur; several reforms are made concerning land ownership, imprisonment laws, and the Japanese constitution
Did you know… Two Army Officers with constitutional-law backgrounds drafted the new Japanese constitution
It included being forbidden to create a standing army, gave universal suffrage to Japanese citizens, and included a sex equality clause, granting equal rights to all citizens. 
The final product was accepted and has become the oldest un-amended constitution in history
China resumes its civil war between the Communists and the Nationalist parties. The communists succeed in turning the tide against the nationalists who flee to Taiwan
A revolution sweeps French-Indochina. Independence included the creation of three new nations; Cambodia, Laos, and Vietnam
North Korean Communists, supported by the Soviet Union, launched an invasion of South Vietnam, which was supported by the US


O
The State of the World — East Asia

Occupation of Japan (1945-1952):
= Complete withdrawal from conquered territories
= Wide reaching reforms; rewritten Constitution

- Nationalists -~ ‘ ;

Tibet

Chinese Civil War (1945-today):
= Communist and Nationalist Parties resume hostilities
= Communists take control; Nationalists flee to Taiwan

1948. 10. 28.

-y Communists
Tibet B "

1950. 5. 10.
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The State of the World — East Asia

Occupation of Japan (1945-1952):
= Complete withdrawal from conquered territories
= Wide reaching reforms; rewritten Constitution
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= The United States supports South Korean Republic | & 7 7,
» The Soviet Union supports North Korean Communists
= North Korea invades the south on 25 June, 1950
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The State of the World — East Asia

(u.5.ARMY)

Occupation of Japan (1945-1952):
= Complete withdrawal from conquered territories
= Wide reaching reforms; rewritten Constitution
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Chinese Civil War (1945-today):
= Communist and Nationalist Parties resume hostilities
= Communists take control; Nationalists flee to Taiwan

1950. 5. 10.

_ China Guangzhy

French-indochina War (1946-1954): S o

* French lose the Battle of Dien Bien Phu | o (e
» Cambodia, Laos, and Vietnam gain independence S 108\

Korean War (1950-today):
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= The Soviet Union supports North Korean Communists ., '
= North Korea invades the south on 25 June, 1950
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* Korean War Armistice

(u.5.ARMY)

Declining Interest in Korea
1952: Dwight Eisenhower Elected US President
1953: Joseph Stalin Dies

» Both sides question their involvement in Korea

» |nterest in Korea evaporates

Korean Armistice Status:
= 27 July 1953: Korean Armistice was signed

= Permanent presence of US troops
in support of South Korea

» The Korean Conflict is ongoing and tensions
occasionally run high

f
o i

July 27,1953
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Due to hostilities ceasing through armistice, the Korean War is still ongoing

Did you know…
The only place in the world where buried landmines are still used by the US are along the Korean Demilitarized Zone (DMZ) between North and South Korea



O
. The Vietnam War
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What got the US Involved?

= AUG 1964: Northern torpedo ships attack
the USS Maddox in the Gulf of Tonkin

= Allegations of a second attack caused
the US to declare war on the North
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Ashrare and

Goes

French Indochina: Vietnam, Cambodia and Laos
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Woodrow Wilson promised National Self-Determination as part of his 14 Points Declaration
Ho Chi Minh attracted support in order to apply these principles to Vietnam (at this time, French Indochina)
His petitions were ignored by the victorious Allied Powers. Arguably, an opportunity was missed to avoid the conflicts of South East Asia



k| Key Events in Vietnam

Fighting in Vietham:
» |rregular warfare; small scale, hit-and-run tactics, and booby traps
= American air supremacy = sustained bombing across Indochina

» Extensive use of Special Forces and Psychological Operations

Key Large-Scale Battles:

» 1965: “Operation Starlite” in Van Tuong

= 1965: The Battle of la Drang Valley

= 1968: The Battle of Khe Sanh

= 1968: The Tet-Offensive

* ' 2 X W e 5 - . X

L - P > PNl A Al . 2 %
i - - R g F e A R o [ E
% adal e T == aA - . s e ~_ SN

e — —

US Helicopter offloads troops in the la Drang Valley

Victory Starts Here! Educate, Inspire, Preserve!


Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Max Slide Time: 30 seconds


>
| VIDEO CLIP

= 3. Module E - The Tet Offensive, History
Channel

(5:00 length)
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BPgWqgpgVRc�(5:30 length)



@ The Tet Offensive Aftermath

{ 'NORTH The Tet Offensive failed to achieve a tactical
o W AM = breakthrough for North Vietnam:
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The Viet Cong lost over 58,000 losses
The US lost 4,000 troops 
South Vietnam lost over 14,000 troops and civilians



. The My Lai Massacre

In March 1968, the Quang Ngai province was a VC stronghold

= LT Calley’s Company was ordered to destroy “Son My”
They found “My Lai” instead

BII-HI
@ & Lao Cai
Lokl ®Bac Ha

= Few weapons and no VC presence found R
. . L‘"."m @& HNinh Binh
= LT Calley ordered the villagers be killed RIS
v, VIETNAM
o 4
Over 500 civilians were killed before
higher leadership was made aware
= WO1 Thompson reported the incident
Cosrhing
. BAttamhang  gjem
= All operations were ordered to cease; 1 "CAMBODIA  ®2"* ™
the event was internally investigated R . s
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= The American public found out one year later; v e, W

The Mekong Delta

public sentiment turned to ire against the militz
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Son My pronounced “Sun-mee”
My Lai pronounced “Mee-lie”


* The My Lai Massacre

In March 1968, the Quang Ngai province was a VC stronghold

= LT Calley’s Company was ordered to destroy “Son My”

They found “My Lai” instead
Ist Photos of Viet Mass Slaymg

= Few weapons and no VC presence found . THE PLAIN DEALER
= LT Calley ordered the villagers be killed —= e D

Exclusnve

Over 500 civilians were killed before
higher leadership was made aware

= WO1 Thompson reported the incident ‘
Cameraman
. Saw Gl Sl

= All operations were ordered to cease; 100 Villagon

the event was internally investigated e
Newspaper Reporting the My Lai Massacre

= The American public found out one year later;
public sentiment turned to ire against the military
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Son My pronounced “Sun-mee”
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Army Values — Honor

(=)
Warrant Officer (WO1) Hugh Thompson Jr.

= Helicopter Pilot from Atlanta, Georgia
» |Intervened and reported the My Lai Massacre

Warrant Officer Hugh Thompson saw dead and wounded
civilians in the ditch he landed next to. The crew made attempts
to radio help for the wounded. Thompson spoke with 2LT Calley
who said he was "just following orders”.

As the helicopter took off, he saw a Sergeant Mitchell firing into
the ditch. Thompson landed his aircraft between the soldiers and
the retreating villagers and threatened to open fire if they
continued their attacks.

Thompson reported the massacre to his superiors. In immediate response, Lieutenant
Colonel Frank Barker ordered all ground units to cease operations in the village. Thompson
also flew dozens of survivors to receive care.

Though ostracized and threatened by other Soldiers, he and his two crew members would be
later awarded the Soldiers Medal for their bravery.

- Honor

Victory Starts Here! Educate, Inspire, Preserve!
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WO1 Thompson was critical in stopping the My Lai Massacre and making sure that what happened was reported and held accountable. This is absolutely perfect in staging a conversation about unjust orders, and conducting ourselves within the Army Values. This is a very dark chapter of Army history, but we need our Trainees to understand the consequences to unjust actions

“Thompson then saw a group of civilians at a bunker being approached by ground personnel. Thompson landed, and told his crew that if the soldiers shot at the villagers while he was trying to get them out of the bunker, then they were to open fire on the Soldiers. “


»
Army Values — Honor

2LT William Calley Jr.

= Platoon Leader in the 23" Infantry Division
= Led Charlie Company to My Lai
= Ordered the My Lai Massacre

LT Calley was ordered by his Commander to destroy anything
in the village that was “walking, crawling, or growling.”

After searching the village, LT Calley ordered his men to
begin killing the villagers.

Witnesses stated they saw “a lot of women had thrown themselves on top of their children to
protect them, and the children were alive at first. Then the children who were old enough to
walk got up and Calley began to shoot the children.”

Calley would be found guilty at the My Lai court martials and sentenced to life in prison. His
sentence would be reduced with possibility for parole, which he was granted after three and a
half years of incarceration.

“l was only following orders”

- Honor
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*The Army Value of ‘Honor’ is in red to signify its betrayal

2LT Calley was a platoon leader during the My Lai Massacre.
This is a perfect time to stage a conversation about unjust orders, refusing to follow immoral or unlawful orders, and conducting ourselves in accordance with the Army Values.
This is a very dark chapter of Army history, but we need our Trainees to understand the consequences of unjust actions and the potential of each person to commit atrocities if we don’t practice a moral lifestyle



@, The End of the Vietnam War

By 1970, American support for the war was all but gone
» The US focused on controlled withdrawal and a strong Southern Government

= The US believed South Vietnam could persist until 1976

In March 1975, North Vietnam launched a new offensive

= Southern forces collapsed on all fronts

= In April 1975, Saigon was surrounded by VC
and NVA forces

= Northern troops waited for the last American
helicopter to leave before taking the city

The Last Helicopter out of Saigon
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»
Why does the Cold War matter?

(u.5.ARMY)

The Chinese Civil War: defines today’s Cross-Taiwan-Strait conflict

The Korean War: remains ongoing with permanent US Military presence

The Vietnam War: low-point in US Military history — failed containment policy
Soviet Invasion of Afghanistan: left a power vacuum that created the Taliban
Soviet Union’s Dissolution: created 15 new countries - future hot spots
NATO: Ongoing Defense Pact oriented toward communist adversaries

The European Union: Economic blending developed from the Marshall Plan
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Here, we can tie the conflicts of today to the consequences of the Cold War:
Chinese communism is a global concern
Korean War ongoing and tensions flare up
Vietnam was a low point in US Military history
Afghanistan power vacuum left it vulnerable to internal conflict
Soviet Union dissolution left several border nations unsupported; Communist government framework has lasting implications in Cuba, Venezuela, Syria, Ukraine, and many others
NATO is still an active alliance
The European Union is an economic alliance in the legacy of the Marshall Plan


Check on Learning

What caused the start of the Cold War?

Why does America see Communism as a global threat?

What was America’s strategy of countering Communism
during the Cold War?

What was the significance of the Tet Offensive?

What is the importance of Honor?

ctory Starts Here! Educate, Inspire, Preserve!
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The start of the Cold War
Conflicting ideologies between Communist Russia and Western Democracies 
No further need for cooperation

Why does America see (and still sees) Communism as a global threat
Communist ideology is in direct conflict with western ideals of individual freedom, opportunity, and national sovereignty
Communist powers use Marxist-Leninism to justify Party policies regardless of their brutality
Communism introduces totalitarianism that employs oppressive and murderous doctrine to maintain power and control
Communism has accounted for the killing of over 1 billion people in less than a century (poverty, starvation, persecutions, imprisonment, purges, etc.)
FYI:
WWI Casualties: 37-38 million total casualties
WWII Casualties: 40-50 million total casualties

America’s strategy of countering Communism during the Cold War
Containment

What was the significance of the Tet Offensive
For the US: 
Portrayed the US Military as ineffective
Caused the significant shift in American popularity against the Vietnam war
Started a series of events that reduced American military strength in Vietnam culminating in its complete withdrawal
For the North Vietnamese:
Major failure that prompted peace talks
Caused unpopularity in America that affected military decisions that eventually swung into North Vietnamese favor

What is the importance of Honor?
Enables understanding of right and wrong
A “currency of personal value”
Priceless aspect of human character that represents righteous conduct


26 July:

24 November:

Korean War (1950-1953)

25 June:

5 July:

August-September:

15-28 September:
Late OctoberEarly November:

27 September-13 October:

27 July:

23 September:

16 July-25 October:

12 August:

30 April-21 Saptember:

TIMELINE

President Truman signs Executive Order 9981 ending
segregation in the United States armed forces.

1948-1949 _\
Barlin Airlift. After Russian forces blocked American

and British road and rail access to Weast Barlin, the
westarn allies supplied the city by air for eleven
rmonths until the Russians lifted the blockade.

1950
The United States reactivatas U.S. Seventh Army and
bagins deploying it to Europe in support of MATO.

1950
North Korean forces invade South Korea

Understrength 1st Battalion, 21st Infantry, 24th
Infantry Division (Task Forca Smmy) becomes first
LS. Army unit to engage North Koreans
U.5.and UN Command forces defend perimetar
around South Korean port city of Pusan
General MacArthur lands LS. forces at Inchion
Chinase Communist forces intervene, attacking South Korean
forces and American units near the China-Korea border
1951
2d Infantry Division with French allies battle for Heartbreak Ridge

1953
Cease-fire signed at Panmunjom /

1957

President Eisenhower sends troops from the
1015t Airbome Division to Little Rock, Arkansas,
to help enforce school desegragation

1958

President Eisenhower sends Army and Marine Corps forces
to Lebanon to intervens in the country’s cvil war

1961

Sowviet and East German forces begin construction
of the Berlin Wall, a series of brick and barbed wire
barriers separating East and West Berlin

1965

Troops of the B2d Airborne Division land in Dominican
Republic to assist with peacekeeping efforts

paJano) poliad

. Vletnam War (1965-1973)

7 May:

14-18 Movember:

31 January-20 April:

29 April-22 July:

8 February-25 March:

23 August:

Operation Eacie Cuaw (1980)

24-25 April:

1965 : \

173d Airborne Brigade, first L5, Army combat
troops, deploy to Vietnam

Battle of la Drang

1968
Tet Offensive

1970
Cambodian Incursicn

1971

Sowth Vietnamasa ground forces, heavily supported by
LS. Army artillery and aviation units, invade Laos

1972
Last U.5. Army combat troops leave Vietnam

Unsuccassful attampt to rescue U5, hostages inlran

Operation Uncent Fury (1983)

25-29 October:

1 October:

L5, invasion of Grenada

1986

President Ronald W. Reagan signs Goldwater-Nichols
Department of Defensa Reorganization Act

Operatlon Just Cause (1989-1990)

20 December-321 January:

26 December:

1.5, invasion of Panama

1991 S
Dissclution of the Soviet Union
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U.S.ARMY VICTORY STARTS HERE!

“History Starts Here”

Vi[:tury StHI‘tS Here! http://www.tradoc.army.mil/
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