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From the Wars of Independence into the American Civil War
1815 - 1865

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Max Slide Time: 15 secondsIntroduction: “Good morning/afternoon Trainees. I am [Drill Sergeant G.I. Joe] and this is the Second of Seven modules covering your history and heritage in the American Army.”
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Lesson Introduction

Tasks:
 Acquire basic knowledge of the US Army’s history
 Identify Army Values highlighted during the American Civil War
 Develop a sense of pride and heritage as members of the US Army

Conditions
 Timeframe: 20-minute block of instruction
 Location: Classroom environment
 Equipment: Projectors, Speaker System, Slide Deck, and Videos
 Student Resources: 

- Note taking materials
- Water source
- Sensory Systems (Eyes and Ears)
- Cognitive Functions (Brain)
- Response Mechanism (Voice)

UNCLASSIFIED

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Max Slide Time: 15 secondsConditions: Our in-person instruction on Army Heritage… [note the following details]Timeframe (ex: and hour long block of instruction)Location (ex: A-Co classroom with latrines and water fountain down the hall)Technology (ex: slides, whiteboards, speaker system, etc.)Student Resources (ex: pen/paper, water source, squads/platoons for work groups, etc.)
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Terminal Learning Objective

Standards
Pre-Requisite Reading:

 Trainees read pages 1-17 of “Army History and Heritage, CH-2”

Key learning points:
 What were the Army’s concerns prior to the Civil War
 What led to the outbreak of the Civil War
 Key events prior the Battle of Antietam
 Why was the Battle at Antietam Creek so important
 How the highlighted individuals displayed Army Values

Lesson validation:
 Verify knowledge through checks on learning

UNCLASSIFIED

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Max Slide Time: 30 secondsPre-Requisite: Trainees have read pages 1-17 of “Army History and Heritage, CH-2”. Advise Trainees to write down the Key Learning Points and to keep an eye out for Bold WordsRecommended Additional Teacher Pre-Reads:The War of 1812:https://www.history.com/topics/war-of-1812/war-of-1812Zachary Taylor:https://www.history.com/topics/us-presidents/zachary-taylorThe Mexican American War:https://www.historycom/topics/mexican-american-war/mexican-american-warGeneral Winfield Scott:https://www.history.com/topics/american-civil-war/winfield-scott-hancockSlavery in America:https://www.history.com/topics/black-history/slaveryFort Sumter:https://www.history.com/topics/american-civil-war/fort-sumterBattle of Shiloh:https://www.history.com/topics/american-civil-war/battle-of-shilohFirst Bull Run:https://www.history.com/topics/american-civil-war/first-battle-of-bull-runPeninsula Campaign:https://www.history.com/topics/american-civil-war/peninsula-campaignSecond Bull Run:https://www.history.com/topics/american-civil-war/second-battle-of-bull-runThe Battle of Antietam:https://www.history.com/topics/american-civil-war/battle-of-antietamEmancipation Proclamation:https://www.history.com/topics/american-civil-war/emancipation-proclamationBlack Soldiers in the Civil War:https://www.history.com/topics/american-civil-war/black-civil-war-soldiers
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The Army Values

Duty

Definition: Fulfill your obligations. Duty is the legal and moral obligation to do 
what should be done without being told. 

Why is Duty important?

The fulfillment of your obligations is essential 
to the success of the Army team 

and the accomplishment of its missions

UNCLASSIFIED

>> Remember: the Army Values transcend circumstance <<

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Max Slide Time: 30 secondsThis is a test question! Make students write this down…Q: What is the importance of Duty?�A: The fulfillment of your obligations is essential to the success of the Army team and the accomplishment of its missions.
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A New Nation, Proved and Growing

After the War of 1812, the Army’s concerns included:

 A third British invasion from the east

 Threats from natives and bandits to the west

UNCLASSIFIED

 Coastal forts were built along the east coast

 Colonel Stephen Kearny’s Army secured territory 
in present California, Arizona, and New Mexico General Zachary Taylor

 General Zachary Taylor’s Army was posted along the Rio Grande 
River as the US/Mexican border

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Max Slide Time: 45 secondsDid you know… Zachary Taylor would become the 12th US President
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The Mexican American War

The Mexican Government refused to accept 
the Rio Grand River as the national border

 General Winfield Scott led a third American 
Army to invade Mexico

 Several young Officers expertly led quality 
units across several disciplines

UNCLASSIFIED

General Winfield Scott

 02 February 1848: The US and Mexico sign the 
Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo

 Mexico ceded half of its territory to the United States

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Max Slide Time: 45 secondsThese “young officers” would later become famous Commanders in the US Civil War on both sidesLeeGrantArmisteadMeadeetc.
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Outbreak

Political disputes increased over newly formed States accepting the 
institution of slavery

 06 November 1860: Abraham Lincoln is elected President 

 Lincoln’s anti-slavery perspectives prompted Seven States to secede

UNCLASSIFIED

 12 April 1861: Confederates 
fire on Fort Sumter, SC

 Lincoln calls for volunteers to 
“put down the insurrection”

 Four more states secede

Early map of Free States, Slave States, and the New Territories 

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Max Slide Time: 1 Minute
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The Battle of Bull Run

UNCLASSIFIED

 The Battle of Bull Run was the first full-scale battle of the war

 Southern forces emerged victorious

 The gravity of the war was now realized

The Battle of Bull Run Creek Strategic MapThe Battle of Bull Run Creek, 16 July 1861

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Max Slide Time: 30 seconds
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Union Struggles
 McClellan’s Peninsula Campaign: Attempt to 

capture Confederate capital of Richmond, Virginia

 Seven Day’s Battle: Stalemate leading to a Union 
retreat 

UNCLASSIFIED

 Second Battle of Bull Run: 
Complete withdrawal of 
Union forces back north into 
Washington D.C. 

 Confederate Army seizes 
initiative and pushes North

General George 
McClellan

Peninsula Campaign Map

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Max Slide Time: 15 seconds
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Union Struggles
 McClellan’s Peninsula Campaign: Attempt to 

capture Confederate capital of Richmond, Virginia

 Seven Day’s Battle: Stalemate leading to a Union 
retreat 
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 Second Battle of Bull Run: 
Complete withdrawal of 
Union forces back north into 
Washington D.C. 

 Confederate Army seizes 
initiative and pushes North

Seven Day’s Battle

General George 
McClellan

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Max Slide Time: 15 seconds
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The South Takes the Offensive
Victories at Richmond and Manassas prompted General Robert E. Lee 
to invade the north with the “Army of Northern Virginia”:

 Put the north on the defensive and hold the advantage

 Encourage European intervention with a show of military power

UNCLASSIFIED
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The South Takes the Offensive
General McClellan’s “Army of the Potomac” set out from Washington 
D.C. with two goals:

 Prevent the south from capturing Washington D.C.

 Defeat General Lee’s “Army of Northern Virginia” to end the war

UNCLASSIFIED
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VIDEO CLIP

 1c. Module B - Battle of Antietam Video (Short)

(5:00 length)
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Antietam Aftermath
The Battle of Antietam was a strategic victory for the Union Government

 General Lee was obliged to withdraw back to Virginia

 Southern defeat discouraged European intervention

 22 September 1862: President Lincoln issued the Emancipation 
Proclamation, legally freeing all slaves in the rebel states

UNCLASSIFIED
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Army Values - Duty
Sergeant Major Christian A. Fleetwood
 A free-born and educated black business owner
 Enlisted into the Union Army in August 1863
 Promoted to Sergeant Major of the 4th Colored Infantry 

due to his education

The 4th fought in the Battle of Chaffin’s Farm on 29 
September 1863. The color-bearers carrying the regimental 
and the national flags fell wounded. Fleetwood and another 
Soldier seized the colors and led the attack. 

UNCLASSIFIED

Fleetwood was one of fourteen Black Soldiers to receive the Medal of Honor for their heroic 
actions during the battle.

As a free, educated, and successful Black man in the era of slavery, Christian Fleetwood 
chose to enlist and lead.

In the face of fire and death, he chose to keep going. 
 - Duty

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Max Slide Time: 2 minutesIRT Duty, focus on:Inherent sense of conviction to fighting for what is rightAnswering the call of Duty even if there is no present impetus to do so (ie: he was educated and owned a business – he could have stayed home)In those moments of struggle, you must do your best to succeed – if you do less, you may cause the failure of many others
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Army Values - Duty

UNCLASSIFIED

She treated both Soldiers and civilians, sometimes crossing enemy territory to do so; this 
led to her capture in April 1864.

After the war, President Andrew Johnson presented Walker with the Medal of Honor in 
recognition of her service. 
 - Duty

Doctor Mary E. Walker
 Experienced doctor before the Civil War
 Volunteered to be a surgeon in the Union Army; rejected 

because of her gender
 Determined to assist regardless of rejection

To contribute in any way she could, Walker initially served as a 
nurse at the Battle of Bull Run, as well as an unpaid volunteer 
surgeon at the Battles of Fredericksburg and Chickamauga.

In September 1863, the Army of the Cumberland hired Walker 
as a contract surgeon.

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Max Slide Time: 2 minutesThe civil war is responsible for the development of nursing as a profession. Women recognized a disparity in medical treatment and supplies on the battle field that inspired them to practice medicine for the first time outside their homes. Medical innovations such as the correct use of anesthesia and quarantine in response to yellow fever took place. On 10 April 1864, Confederate soldiers arrested her during one such mission of mercy, believing that she was a spy. She spent four months in the notorious Confederate prison, Castle Thunder in Richmond, Virginia, before her exchange in August 1864.She proudly wore the medal for the rest of her life, even though the Army later stripped it from her because of a technicality. The medal would be re-awarded many years later though, in recognition of her service and the fulfilment of the award’s intent.IRT Duty, focus on:Her duty as a doctor, which compelled her to serve wherever and however she couldThe performance of her duty regardless of the thoughts and words of othersBut, she was not actually a Soldier – she was a contractor. Why look at her as an example?Answer: Remember, the Army Values transcend circumstanceHer actions served the Army, and we acknowledge her adherence to this value did good for its SoldiersHer example also paved way for future generations of Doctors and Nurses, leading to the institution of the Army Medical Service and Nurse Corps
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Another Three Years of War

UNCLASSIFIED

As significant as the Battle of Antietam was, the war continued for 
another three years:

 15 December 1862: Union defeat at Fredericksburg, VA

 03 July 1863: Union Victory at Gettysburg, PA

 04 July 1863: Confederate surrender at Vicksburg, MI

 Through 1864: Overland, Petersburg, and Atlanta Campaigns 
significantly weakened the south strategically and economically

 Spring 1865: Confederate Armies surrender in three locations, 
ending the Civil War

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Max Slide Time: 30 seconds
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Check on Learning

 What were the Army’s concerns prior to the Civil War?

 What led to the outbreak of the Civil War?

 What key events led to the Battle of Antietam?

 Why was the Battle at Antietam Creek so important?

 What is the importance of Duty?

UNCLASSIFIED

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Max Slide Time: 2 minutesWhat were the US Army’s concerns before the Civil War?	- Defense against another attack from the British	- Securing land westward from Natives and MexicoWhat led to the outbreak of the Civil War?	Tensions over Free vs Slave States	Debate in Congress over the institution of slavery	Election of President Lincoln (abolitionist)	Secession of Seven States and the Confederates firing on Fort Sumter, SC (12 April, 1861)What are a few key events prior to the Battle of Antietam?	- The Union Army defeat at First Bull Run/ Manassas	- General McClellan retrained the Army of the Potomac	- General McClellan conducted (but failed) the Peninsula Campaign	- Union Defeat at Second Bull Run/ Manassas	- General Lee’s Confederate Invasion of MarylandWhy was Antietam so important?	Confederates:	- Victory could bring Britain into the war on their side	- Taking DC could end the war	- Failure meant the war would continue	Union	- The Confederate invasion threatened the Union Capital	- Victory was needed to reinforce confidence in the war	- Maryland could secede if the Union lost power in the east	Outcome	- Confederates forced to abandon the invasion	- Union Army maintained morale and cohesion	- Allowed President Lincoln to issue the Emancipation Proclamation	- Another change in leadership was made (McClellan to Burnside)	- Bloodiest day on American Military HistoryQ: What is the importance of Duty?�A: The fulfillment of your obligations is essential to the success of the Army team and the accomplishment of its missions.
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Period Covered

Period Covered
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“History Starts Here”
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