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Pistol

Student Name:____________________________________________________

Roster Number:___________________________________________________

DRILL A: WEAPON CHECK
D-15. Visually inspect the weapon on first receiving it from the arms room or storage
facility. Check the weapon to ensure that―
􀁺Weapon is clear and on safe.
􀁺Pistol functions correctly.
􀁺Magazines are serviceable.



DRILL B: EQUIPMENT CHECK
D-16. Before combat, check to be sure your equipment and accessories are ready for
operation. That is, make sure—
􀁺Batteries are charged.
􀁺Holster is secured and placed correctly.
􀁺Holster does not interfere with tactical movement.
􀁺Basic load of magazines are stowed properly.



DRILL C: LOAD AND CONDUCT STATUS CHECK
D-17. Remember to load and conduct status check on your secondary weapon first—
then load and conduct status check on primary weapon.
Command: LOAD AND CONDUCT STATUS CHECK.
1. Load.
a. Draw the pistol with your trigger finger pressed straight along the
frame of the pistol.
b. Bring the pistol to your workspace.
c. Ensure the de-cocker is up (M9 only).
d. Rotate the pistol inward.
e. Pull back on the rear serrations while placing upward pressure on the
slide stop/slide release.
f. Inspect the chamber, magazine well and bolt face for debris and
remaining rounds.
g. Withdraw magazine from a pouch with finger toward bullets.
h. Place the pistol and the magazine on the same angle and index
magazine into magazine well with force.
i. Rotate the pistol to target and release the slide with the support thumb.
2. Conduct Status Check.
j. Return the pistol to your workspace.
k. Grasp the rear sight with the index finger of your supporting hand and
grasp the back strap with the thumb of your supporting hand.
l. Pull the slide back slightly to reveal the round casing.
[bookmark: _GoBack]m. Let go of the slide and return to locked position. If needed, tap back of slide to
ensure slide is fully forward.








DRILL D: DRAW/HOLSTER 
D-18. Draw and present the pistol.
Command: DRAW AND PRESENT.
1. Draw.
a. Assume a correct stance 
b. Start with your hands relaxed, moving both hands simultaneously.
c. Move supporting hand to indexed position (center of chest, bottom of
pectoral).
d. With your firing hand, index the pistol.
e. Seat your firing hand firmly and high on the pistol grip.
f. Defeat retention of the holster.
g. Draw the pistol straight up and rotate.
h. Keep your trigger finger straight and pressed along the frame.
i. Move your firing hand forward of the support hand, and allow your
supporting hand to index the pistol.
j. With your supporting hand, firmly grasp the pistol grip.
2. Present.
k. Finish the grip as you present the pistol to the target.
l. Ensure the thumb of your firing hand is on top of the thumb of your
supporting hand. Lock out the wrist of the supporting hand.
m. Prepare the trigger as you push out. Let your trigger finger contact the
trigger when you see the sights and target in the same field of view.
n. At full presentation, maintain a high, firm grip, correct sight alignment
and sight picture, and proper stance. 
Note. The draw should lead to the sights being generally on target without
any thought.
Note. At any point between steps f-m, defeat the safety selector switch.



DRILL E: FIGHT DOWN
D-19. Draw and present the pistol in the standing position. 
On the command, “fight down” holster and move to the kneeling position. 
Assume the kneeling position, and then draw and present the pistol to the target. 
On the command, “fight down” Holster the pistol and move to the prone position. 
Assume the prone position and the draw and present the pistol to the target.
Note. Leaders conduct this drill with Drill F, which is the same, but in reverse.



DRILL F: FIGHT UP
D-20. Draw and present the pistol in the prone position. 
On the command, “fight up” holster and move to the kneeling position. 
Assume the kneeling position, and then draw and present the pistol to the target. 
On the command, “fight up” Holster the pistol and move to the standing position. 
Assume the standing position and the draw and present the pistol to the target.
Note. Leaders conduct this drill with Drill E, which is the same, but in reverse.







DRILL G: TRANSITION TO SECONDARY
D-21. Transition to your secondary weapon when two conditions occur at the same time:
A current threat within 25 meters, and your primary weapon malfunctions.
1. Attempt to place the rifle on safe.
2. Simultaneously, move firing hand to the pistol to defeat holster retention and establish a
high, firm grip on the pistol.
3. Using supporting hand, move rifle out of the way.
Note. Ensure rifle is out of the way of pistol magazines and does not impede
the draw.
4. With firing hand, draw pistol.
5. Move supporting hand to meet and greet position.
6. Present pistol.
7. Once you have presented the pistol and neutralized the target, reload the secondary weapon system and return it to the collapsed ready.
8. Recover the rifle. With non-firing hand sweep the primary weapon into the workspace ensuring not to flag it with the pistol and identify the malfunction. You may use the pistol light to observe the chamber of the
primary weapon in low light conditions. Once identified, make safe, and holster the secondary weapon. Reduce the malfunction and place primary weapon back into operation.



DRILL H: RELOAD
D-22. The two types of reloads for pistol are reload and reload with retention.
Reload
D-23. You have used a whole magazine and the slide has locked to the rear. Seek cover
and replace the magazine with a full one:
1. Keep eyes downrange and body oriented towards threat area.
2. Keep trigger finger straight and pressed along the frame.
3. Return the pistol to the workspace.
4. With supporting hand, begin magazine sweep, starting at the navel.
5. Regrip pistol to eject magazine.
6. Eject the magazine with the pistol vertical.
Note. Steps 3-6 happen simultaneously 
Note. In your peripheral vision, you should see the magazine fall.
7. Restore normal grip.
8. Place new magazine and pistol on same plane in workspace.
9. Shift focus to pistol.
10. With supporting hand, index magazine into the magazine well.
11. Shift focus back to target.
12. Depress slide release with supporting thumb (left handed shooters
      can come under frame and depress with index finger. M9 Only) with pistol
      pointed downrange. 
13. Present pistol to target.











Reload with Retention
D-24. You have used part of a magazine. Seek cover and replace with a full magazine
    and try to stow the partially full magazine:
1. Keep eyes downrange and body oriented towards threat area.
2. Keep trigger finger straight and pressed along the frame.
3. Place weapon on safe
3. Return the pistol to the workspace.
4. With supporting hand, begin magazine sweep, starting at the navel.
5. Re-grip pistol to prepare to eject magazine.
6. Shift focus to pistol.
7. Eject magazine, exchange fresh magazine with partial magazine using finger switch
    technique.
8. Make one attempt to stow partial magazine.
9. Shift focus to target. 
10. Restore normal grip.
11. Present pistol to target.




DRILL I: CLEAR MALFUNCTION
D-25. Rapidly clear the most common malfunctions on a pistol. At the same time,
maintain muzzle and situational awareness. The best way to clear a malfunction of a
pistol is immediate action.
Immediate Action
D-26. If your pistol experiences a failure to fire, conduct tap, rack, reasses:
1. Remove trigger finger from the trigger and place it straight alongside
    the frame.
2. Bring pistol back into workspace.
3. Rotate pistol.
4. With the heel of the supporting hand, forcefully tap up against the base
    of the magazine.
5. Rotate the pistol to observe chamber and rack the slide.
Note. Allow the chambered round to extract and fall to the floor. (Peripheral vision)
6. Rotate pistol back to target and re-engage.
Remedial Action
1. Occurs when weapon is out of battery (mushy trigger), or tap, rack fails
2. Recognize the issue in the chamber.
3. Drop magazine and allow gravity to work out the round
Note. Magazine may have to be forcefully removed.
4. Lock slide to the rear
5. Check chamber.
6. Reinsert magazine or seat new magazine.









DRILL J: UNLOAD/SHOW CLEAR
D-27. When unloading, always unload and show clear with whatever weapon is in your
hands. If your rifle is loaded and in your hands, unload and show the rifle clear first,
then transition to pistol and unload and show it clear second.
Note. This drill can be executed without ammunition in the weapon. Leaders
may opt to use dummy ammunition.
Command: UNLOAD AND SHOW CLEAR.
1. Draw the pistol with your finger pressed straight along the frame
    of the pistol.
2. Bring the pistol to your workspace.
3. Ensure the de-cocker is on black (M9 only).
4. Place the pistol into the workspace and eject the magazine into the support hand
5. Stow the magazine.
6. Rotate the pistol inward.
7. Pull back on the slide while placing upward pressure on the slide
     stop/slide release.
8. Allow the chambered round to fall to the floor. (Muzzle control)
9. Inspect the chamber, magazine well, and bolt face for debris and
    remaining rounds.
10. Have teammate conduct a three-point safety check.
11. Release the slide and re-holster (look the pistol back into the holster).



























FIRING POSITIONS
6-33. Any position the Soldier assumes should support sight alignment and trigger
control, and it should not interfere with the operation of the pistol. The six firing
positions are shown from low stability to high stability. The triangle in the bottom right
of the firing position figures will list the stability rating.
6-34. Soldiers must not completely lock out their arms when firing the pistol. Having a
slight bend in their elbows will aid in managing recoil and control of the service pistol.
Soldiers will lock out their wrists to assist in recoil management.

STANDING UNSUPPORTED
6-35. Face the target. (See figure 6-7.) Place feet a comfortable distance apart, about
shoulder width. Achieve a two-handed grip with the wrists locked out, and fully extend
the arms, without locking out the elbows, toward the targets center. Keep the body
straight with the shoulders slightly forward of the buttocks.
[image: ]

Figure 6-8. Standing unsupported position














STANDING SUPPORTED POSITION
6-36. Use available cover for support—for example, a wall—or a barricade to stand
behind. (See figure 6-8.) Stand behind a barricade with the firing side on line with the
edge of the barricade. Place the knuckles of the nonfiring fist at eye level against the
edge of the barricade. Lock the wrist, and fully extend the elbow of the firing arm.
Align the outside foot with the edge of the barricade.
[image: ]

Figure 6-9. Standing supported position
























KNEELING UNSUPPORTED
6-37. In the kneeling unsupported position, ground only your firing-side knee as the
main support. (See figure 6-9) Use the two-handed grip for firing. Extend the arms
without locking out the elbows. Lock wrists to ensure control and aid in recoil.
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Figure 6-10. Kneeling unsupported position

















KNEELING SUPPORTED POSITION
6-38. In the kneeling supported position, ground your firing side knee. (See figure 6-10.) Rest your nonfiring arm on your nonfiring knee or seek cover, ground your nonfiring arm on a barricade or vehicle for support. Use the two-handed grip for firing. Extend the firing arm without locking out the elbow and lock the wrist to ensure control.
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Figure 6-11. Kneeling supported





















PRONE UNSUPPORTED
6-39. Draw, post, and sprawl onto the ground, facing the target. (See figure 6-11.)
Extend the arms as much as possible with wrists locked. (Arms may have to be slightly
unlocked for firing at high targets.) Wrap the fingers of the nonfiring hand around the
fingers of the firing hand. Keep your head down between your arms and behind the
weapon as much as possible.
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Figure 6-12. Prone unsupported position











PRONE SUPPORTED
6-40. Draw, post, and sprawl onto the ground facing the target. (See figure 6-12.) Fully
extend the arms in front with the wrists locked out (arms may have to be slightly
unlocked for firing at high targets.) Rest the butt of the weapon on the ground for support
(or an alternate form of support, such as an assault pack). Wrap the fingers of the
nonfiring hand around the fingers of the firing hand. Keep your head down between your
arms and behind the weapon as much as possible. Rest cheek on shoulder.

[image: ]
Figure 6-13. Prone supported position
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