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HQDA EXORD 298-20 RELIGIOUS LIBERTY AND RELIGIOUS
ACCOMMODATION
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To:
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: DAWASHINGTON DC
: 10/15/2020 21:58:07
: 1521517 Oct 20

: Priority

: General

ARLINGTON NATIONAL CEMETERY ARLINGTON VA, ARNG NGB COMOPS ARLINGTON VA, ARNG NGB COMOPS ARLINGTON VA, ARNG
NGB J3 JOC WASHINGTON DC, ARNG NGB J3 JOC WASHINGTON DC, ARNGRC ARLINGTON VA, ARNGRC ARLINGTON VA, ARNGRC WATCH
ARLINGTON VA, ARNGRC WATCH ARLINGTON VA, CDR 5 ARMY NORTH AOC FT SAM HOUSTON TX, CDR 5 ARMY NORTH AOC FT SAM
HOUSTON TX, CDR ARMY FUTURES COMMAND AUSTIN TX, CDR ARMY FUTURES COMMAND AUSTIN TX, CDR ATEC ABERDEEN PROVING
GROUND MD, CDR FORSCOM DCS G3 CENTRAL TASKING DIV FT BRAGG NC, CDR FORSCOM DCS G3 CENTRAL TASKING DIV FT BRAGG
NC, CDR FORSCOM DCS G3 CURRENT OPS FT BRAGG NC, CDR FORSCOM DCS G3 CURRENT OPS FT BRAGG NC, CDR FORSCOM DCS G3
WATCH OFFICER FT BRAGG NC, CDR FORSCOM DCS G3 WATCH OFFICER FT BRAGG NC, CDR MDW J3 FT MCNAIR DC, CDR MDW J3 FT
MCNAIR DC, CDR MDW JFHQ-NCR FT MCNAIR DC, CDR MDW JFHQ-NCR FT MCNAIR DC, CDR NETCOM 9THSC FT HUACHUCA AZ, CDR
TRADOC CG FT EUSTIS VA, CDR TRADOC CG FT EUSTIS VA, CDR TRADOC DCS G-3-5-7 OPNS CTR FT EUSTIS VA, CDR USAR NORTH FT SAM
HOUSTON TX, CDR USARCENT SHAW AFB SC, CDR USAREUR WIESBADEN GE, CDR USASOC COMMAND CENTER FT BRAGG NC, CDR
USASOC FT BRAGG NC, CDR USASOC MESSAGE CENTER FT BRAGG NC, CDR3RD ARMY USARCENT WATCH OFFICER SHAW AFB SC,
CDRAMC REDSTONE ARSENAL AL, CDRAMC REDSTONE ARSENAL AL, CDRFORSCOM FT BRAGG NC, CDRHRC G3 DCSOPS FT KNOX KY,
CDRHRC G3 DCSOPS FT KNOX KY, CDRINSCOM FT BELVOIR VA, CDRINSCOM FT BELVOIR VA, CDRINSCOMIOC FT BELVOIR VA,
CDRINSCOMIOC FT BELVOIR VA, CDRMDW WASHINGTON DC, CDRMDW WASHINGTON DC, CDRUSACE WASHINGTON DC, CDRUSACE
WASHINGTON DC, CDRUSACIDC FT BELVOIR VA, CDRUSACIDC FT BELVOIR VA, CDRUSACYBER FT BELVOIR VA, CDRUSACYBER G3 FT
BELVOIR VA, CDRUSACYBER G33 FT BELVOIR VA, CDRUSAEIGHT G3 CUROPS SEOUL KOR, CDRUSAEIGHT SEOUL KOR, CDRUSAFRICA
VICENZA IT, CDRUSAMEDCOM FT SAM HOUSTON TX, CDRUSARC G33 READ FT BRAGG NC, CDRUSARC G33 READ FT BRAGG NC,
CDRUSARCYBER WATCH OFFICER FT BELVOIR VA, CDRUSARPAC CG FT SHAFTER HI, CDRUSARPAC FT SHAFTER HI, COMDT USAWC
CARLISLE BARRACKS PA, COMDT USAWC CARLISLE BARRACKS PA, HQ IMCOM FT SAM HOUSTON TX, HQ IMCOM FT SAM HOUSTON TX,
HQ INSCOM I0C FT BELVOIR VA, HQ SDDC CMD GROUP SCOTT AFB IL, HQ SDDC CMD GROUP SCOTT AFB IL, HQ SDDC OPS MSG CNTR
SCOTT AFB IL, HQ SDDC OPS MSG CNTR SCOTT AFB IL, HQ USARSO FT SAM HOUSTON TX, HQ USARSO FT SAM HOUSTON TX, HQ
USARSO G3 FT SAM HOUSTON TX, HQ USARSO G3 FT SAM HOUSTON TX, HQDA ARMY STAFF WASHINGTON DC, HQDA CSA
WASHINGTON DC, HQDA EXEC OFFICE WASHINGTON DC, HQDA IMCOM OPS DIV WASHINGTON DC, HQDA SEC ARMY WASHINGTON
DC, HQDA SECRETARIAT WASHINGTON DC, HQDA SURG GEN WASHINGTON DC, MEDCOM HQ EOC FT SAM HOUSTON TX, NETCOM G3
CURRENT OPS FT HUACHUCA AZ, NETCOM G3 CURRENT OPS FT HUACHUCA AZ, NGB WASHINGTON DC, SMDC ARSTRAT CG ARLINGTON
VA, SMDC ARSTRAT CG ARLINGTON VA, SMDC ARSTRAT G3 ARLINGTON VA, SUPERINTENDENT USMA WEST POINT NY, SURGEON GEN
FALLS CHURCH VA, USAR AROC FT BRAGG NC, USAR AROC FT BRAGG NC, USAR CMD GRP FT BRAGG NC, USAR CMD GRP FT BRAGG NC,
USAR DCS G33 OPERATIONS FT BRAGG NC, USAR DCS G33 OPERATIONS FT BRAGG NC, USARCENT G3 FWD, USARPAC COMMAND
CENTER FT SHAFTER HI

HQDA AOC DAMO ODO OPS AND CONT PLANS WASHINGTON DC, HQDA AOC G3 DAMO CAT OPSWATCH WASHINGTON DC, HQDA
AOC G3 DAMO OD DIR OPS READ AND MOB WASHINGTON DC
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RUIAAAA/HQDA AOC G3 DAMO OD DIR OPS READ AND MOB WASHINGTON DC
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SUBJ/HQDA EXORD 298-20 RELIGIOUS LIBERTY AND RELIGIOUS ACCOMMODATION
TRAINING

UNCLASSIFIED/FOUO//

SUBJECT: HQDA EXORD 298-20 RELIGIOUS LIBERTY AND RELIGIOUS
ACCOMMODATION TRAINING//

(U) REFERENCES:

REF//A/ (U) DOD INSTRUCTION 1300.17 RELIGIOUS LIBERTY IN THE MILITARY
SERVICES, 01 SEPTEMBER 2020//

REF//B/ (U) DOD DIRECTIVE 5124.02 UNDER SECRETARY OF DEFENSE FOR
PERSONNEL READINESS (USD(P&R)) 23 JUNE 2008//

REF//C/ (U) AR 600-20, ARMY COMMAND POLICY, 24 JULY 2020//

REF//D/ (U) AR 165-1, ARMY CHAPLAIN CORPS ACTIVITIES, 23 JUNE 2015//
REF//E/ (U) DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY GENERAL ORDERS, "NO. 2020-01", 06
MARCH 2020//

REF//F/ (U) HQDA ALL ARMY ACTIVITIES (ALARACT) MESSAGE 072/2020, 30
AUGUST 2020//

1. (U) SITUATION.

1.A. (U) DODI 1300.17 (REFERENCE A) DIRECTS THE MILITARY SERVICES TO
EDUCATE AND TRAIN COMMANDERS, JUDGE ADVOCATES, CHAPLAINS, RECRUITERS,
AND OTHER PERSONNEL AS DEEMED APPROPRIATE ON THE POLICIES AND
PROCEDURES PERTAINING TO THE ACCOMMODATION OF RELIGIOUS PRACTICES.
RELIGIOUS ACCOMMODATION (RA) TRAINING WILL INCLUDE INSTRUCTION
REGARDING NEW DODI 1300.17 PROCESSING TIMELINES FOR ACTIONS ON
RELIGIOUS ACCOMMODATION REQUESTS. REQUESTS ORIGINATING FROM WITHIN
THE UNITED STATES, THAT CAN BE APPROVED CONSISTENT WITH EXISTING ARMY
POLICIES AND REGULATIONS MUST BE COMPLETED AND WRITTEN NOTIFICATION
PROVIDED TO THE SOLDIER NLT 3@ DAYS FROM THE SOLDIER'S SUBMISSION.
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FOR REQUESTS OUTSIDE OF THE UNITED STATES OR FOR RESERVE COMPONENT
SOLDIERS NOT ON ACTIVE DUTY, RELIGIOUS ACCOMMODATION REQUESTS MUST BE
COMPLETED NLT 60 DAYS FROM SOLDIER'S SUBMISSION.

1.B. (U) AR 600-20 SUPERSEDES ALL PRIOR ARMY DIRECTIVES AND ALARACTS
ON RELIGIOUS ACCOMMODATION AND CONSOLIDATES EXISTING RELIGIOUS
ACCOMMODATION STANDARDS, WHICH ARE IAW THE RELIGIOUS FREEDOM
RESTORATION ACT (42 U.S.C. CHAPTER 42).

1.C. (U) AR 600-20 DIRECTS THE OFFICE OF THE CHIEF OF CHAPLAINS
(OCCH) TO DEVELOP AND PUBLISH TRAINING ON THE POLICIES AND PROCEDURES
FOR REQUESTING AND RECEIVING RELIGIOUS ACCOMMODATION.

2. (U) MISSION. EFFECTIVE IMMEDIATELY, SENIOR CHAPLAIN CORPS
LEADERS TRAIN COMMANDERS, SELECT STAFF WITHIN THEIR ORGANIZATIONS,
INCLUDING JUDGE ADVOCATES, ON THE REVISED AR 600-20 POLICIES AND
PROCEDURES FOR RECEIVING RELIGIOUS ACCOMMODATION (RA) REQUESTS
RELATED TO RELIGIOUS LIBERTY (RL) AND FIRST AMENDMENT RELIGIOUS
FREEDOMS OF ARMY PERSONNEL.

3. (U) EXECUTION.

3.A. (U) INTENT/ENDSTATE. COMMANDERS AND SELECT STAFF UNDERSTAND
AND ARE PREPARED TO EXECUTE COMMAND RESPONSIBILITY TO RECEIVE,
PROCESS, AND/OR SUPPORT RELIGIOUS ACCOMMODATION REQUESTS RELATED TO
RELIGIOUS LIBERTY AND FIRST AMENDMENT RELIGIOUS FREEDOMS FROM ARMY
PERSONNEL AND PRE-ACCESSION CANDIDATES. COMMANDERS, CHAPLAINS, JUDGE
ADVOCATES, AND RECRUITERS ARE TRAINED ON THE POLICIES AND PROCEDURES
PERTAINING TO THE ACCOMMODATION OF RELIGIOUS PRACTICES IN THE ARMY.

3.B. (U) CONCEPT OF OPERATIONS.

3.B.1. (U) PHASE ONE. THE OFFICE OF THE CHIEF OF CHAPLAINS (OCCH)
MOBILE TRAINING TEAM (MTT) AND/OR SUPERVISORY CHAPLAINS, WITH JUDGE
ADVOCATE SUPPORT, AS NEEDED, TRAIN CHAPLAIN CORPS AND JUDGE ADVOCATE
PERSONNEL ON RELIGIOUS ACCOMMODATION POLICIES AND PROCEDURES.
TRAINING INCLUDES CONCISE VERSION OF TRAINING FOR USE DURING PHASE
TWO. ACTIVE COMPONENT COMPLETES PHASE ONE TRAINING NLT 3@ JANUARY
2021. USAR/ARNG COMPLETES PHASE ONE TRAINING NLT 30 JUNE 2021.

3.B.2. (U) PHASE TWO. SUPERVISORY CHAPLAINS (AT BRIGADE AND ABOVE)
WITH JUDGE ADVOCATE SUPPORT USE CONCISE VERSION OF TRAINING TO TRAIN
BDE/BN COMMANDERS AND COMMAND SERGEANTS MAJOR ON RA POLICIES AND
PROCEDURES. ACTIVE COMPONENT COMPLETES PHASE TWO TRAINING NLT 30
JUNE 2021. USAR/ARNG COMPLETES PHASE TWO TRAINING NLT 31 DECEMBER
2021.

3.B.3. (U) PHASE THREE. SENIOR COMMANDERS AT ARMY AND JOINT BASE
INSTALLATIONS ENSURE TRAINING ON RELIGIOUS ACCOMMODATION POLICIES AND
PROCEDURES IS INCORPORATED IN PRE-COMMAND TRAINING PROVIDED TO
COMPANY COMMANDERS AND FIRST SERGEANTS. ACTIVE COMPONENT COMPLETES
PHASE THREE NLT 31 DECEMBER 2021. USAR/ARNG COMPLETES PHASE THREE

NLT 30 SEPTEMBER 2022. RELIGIOUS ACCOMMODATION TRAINING IS
INCORPORATED IN THE PRE-COMMAND COURSE TRAINING PROVIDED TO BATTALION
AND BRIGADE COMMANDERS.

3.C. (U) TASKS TO ARMY STAFF, SUBORDINATE UNITS AND REQUESTS FOR
SUPPORT.

3.C.1. (U) OFFICE OF THE CHIEF OF CHAPLAINS (OCCH).

3.C.1.A. (U) OCCH DEVELOPS TRAINING TEMPLATES FOR PHASES ONE, TWO,
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AND THREE.

3.C.1.B. (U) OCCH PUBLISHES TRAINING TEMPLATES FOR PHASES ONE, TWO,
AND THREE FOR USE BY COMMANDS WITHIN THEIR ORGANIZATION.

3.C.1.C. (U) OCCH PROVIDES CHAPLAIN(S) FOR PHASE ONE MTT
INSTRUCTION.

3.C.2. (U) OFFICE OF THE JUDGE ADVOCATE GENERAL (OTJAG).

3.C.2.A (U) DIRECT JUDGE ADVOCATE PERSONNEL, WHO HAVE RECEIVED PHASE
ONE TRAINING, TO ASSIST CHAPLAINS WITH PHASE TWO TRAINING.

3.C.2.B (U) AS NEEDED, DIRECT JUDGE ADVOCATES AT CORRESPONDING
ECHELON TO SUPPORT UNIT CHAPLAINS' DEVELOPMENT OF CONCISE TRAINING
AIDS TO SUPPORT EXPLANATION OF RL/RA PRINCIPLES TO ENQUIRING
SOLDIERS.

3.C.3. (U) COMMANDER, U.S. ARMY TRAINING AND DOCTRINE COMMAND
(TRADOC) .

3.C.3.A. (U) ENSURE U.S. ARMY CHAPLAIN CENTER AND SCHOOL UPDATES
RL/RA TRAINING TO REFLECT AR 600-20 REVISIONS NLT 30 JANUARY 2021.

3.C.3.B. (U) ENSURE RL/RA TRAINING IS INCORPORATED IN PRE-COMMAND
TRAINING IAW AR 600-20 PARA. 5-6.B.(5) NLT 30 JUNE 2021.

3.C.3.C. (U) DIRECT COMMANDER, U.S. ARMY RECRUITING COMMAND (USAREC)
TO PROVIDE TRAINING ON ARMY RELIGIOUS ACCOMMODATION POLICIES AND
PROCEDURES TO RECRUITERS.

3.C.4. (U) U.S. ARMY CHAPLAIN CORPS.

3.C.4.A. (U) UNIT CHAPLAINS ENSURE CURRENT COMPANY COMMANDERS AND
FIRST SERGEANTS ARE FAMILIAR WITH RELIGIOUS ACCOMMODATION POLICIES
AND PROCEDURES NLT 30 JUNE 2021.

3.C.4.B. (U) UNIT CHAPLAINS DEVELOP CONCISE TRAINING AIDS TO SUPPORT
EXPLANATION OF RL/RA PRINCIPLES TO ENQUIRING SOLDIERS.

3.C.4.D. (U) SUPPORT COMMANDER, USAREC WRT TRAINING RECRUITERS ON
ARMY RELIGIOUS ACCOMMODATION POLICIES AND PROCEDURES.

3.D. (U) COORDINATING INSTRUCTIONS.

3.D.1. (U) ACCESS TRAINING TEMPLATES FOR PHASES ONE, TWO, AND THREE
AT:

https://usachcstraining.army.mil/world-religions

3.D.2. (U) DIRECT LIAISON AUTHORIZED (DIRLAUTH) FOR ALL

ORGANIZATIONS AND UNITS TO ENSURE UNITY OF EFFORT AND SYNCHRONIZATION
IN SUCCESSFUL EXECUTION OF THIS EXORD.

3.D.3. (U) ACOMS, ASCCS, AND DRUS REPORT COMPLETION OF TRAINING TO
THE RELIGIOUS SUPPORT OPERATIONS CENTER, CH (COL) KEN LEBON, COMM:
803-751-9876, EMAIL: KENNETH.M.LEBON.MIL@MAIL.MIL.

4. (U) SUSTAINMENT. NOT USED.

5. (U) COMMAND AND SIGNAL.
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5.A. (U) COMMAND.
5.A.1. (U) HQDA, OCCH IS THE SUPPORTED ORGANIZATION.

5.A.2. (U) ACOMS, ASCCS, DRUS, AND ALL ARMY STAFF ELEMENTS WILL
SUPPORT THE IMPLEMENTATION AND EXECUTION OF THIS ORDER.

5.B. (U) SIGNAL.

5.B.1 (U) LEAD POC IS OCCH CHIEF OF PLANS, CH (COL) PAUL JAEDICKE,
COMM: 703-692-0091, EMAIL: PAUL.R.JAEDICKE.MIL@MAIL.MIL.

5.B.2. (U) PRIMARY POC IS OCCH CHIEF OF POLICY, CH (COL) STEVE
PROST, COMM: 703-614-5500, EMAIL: STEVE.W.PROST.MIL@MAIL.MIL.

5.B.3. (U) ALTERNATE POC IS CH (LTC) STEPHEN PRATEL, COMM:
571-256-8771, EMAIL:

USARMY . PENTAGON . HQDA-OCCH . MBX . CHAPLAIN-CORPS -OPERATIONS@MAIL .MIL.
6. (U) THE EXPIRATION DATE OF THIS MESSAGE IS @1 OCTOBER 2022,
UNLESS FORMALLY RESCINDED OR SUPERSEDED.

BT
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